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FLJRTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
ETHIOPIA—PART g 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
JA 1011 /I No 1 

ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1953 

Mr* Busk to Mr, Eden. (Received February II) 


(No. 14. Conlidemial) Addis Ababa, 
Sir, February 4, 1954. 

I have (he honour, in compliance with 
the instructions in your circular despatch 
No. 078 of September 9, 1953, to submit a 
review of the events of 1953 in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. A chronological table is attached 
in amplification. 

2. The main Anglo-Ethiopia.il interests 
during the year—the negotiation of treaties 
of friendship and commerce and a settle¬ 
ment of the Hand question—remained, 
largely in abeyance. The Minister for 
Foreign Affairs only returned from New 
York in the late spring and almost 
immediately felt compelled to take a 
prolonged holiday which lasted until 
December. It was only possible to have 
some desultory conversations with him 
about the I laud, about which, in any case, 
Her Majesty's Government had reached no 
decision by the end of the year. The draft 
of a commercial treaty did at long last 
reach this embassy, but here again there 
was a marked disinclination on the part of 
the Ethiopians to get down to active dis¬ 
cussion. Little or no progress had there¬ 
fore been made by the end of the year. 
Negotiations for an Air Traffic Agreement 
had to be postponed after Christmas owing 
to failure to reach agreement on route 
schedules. However, in March, notes had 
been exchanged providing facilities for 
British military aircraft in Eritrea. 

3. As far as the southern frontier was 
concerned a successful conference was held 
at Addis Ababa in May to discuss 1 ‘ Opera¬ 
tion Tennis/" under which the two 
Governments are to collaborate in the 
disarmament of the troublesome Gelubba 
tribe. In December, however, the operation 
had again to be postponed at the request of 
the Government of Kenya. 


4. in December it at last proved possible, 
after some exceedingly tiresome discussions, 
to extract from the Ethiopian Government 
a cheque for the £950,000 which they had 
agreed to pay as a contribution towards the 
cost of British administration of Eritrea. 

5. While there was little Anglo- 
Ethiopian political activity much progress 
was made in commercial matters, A 
British offer to take over and run 
Ethiopian Air Lines was unfortunately not 
accepted, but there was some reason to be 
optimistic about our chances of securing 
the important contract to survey Assab 
harbour, and Messrs. Liebigs were showing 
active and intelligent interest in a project 
for ihe construction and running of a meat 
packing plant. Smaller, bm still important 
successes were achieved in other lie Ids 
Exports lo this country from the United 
Kingdom were well maintained. 

6. Ethiopia received some distinguished 
visitors, including Mr. Black, Chairman of 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development: the journalist. Mr. John 
Gunther; Mr. Eric Johnston, Chairman of 
the United States International Develop¬ 
ment Advisory Board; a Yugoslav 
Commercial Mission, which negotiated a 
treaty of commerce; General dc Gaulle; 
Prince Bernard of the Netherlands, in the 
role of commercial traveller; and Lord 
Mount but ten. who paid a naval visit to 
Mas sawn in the course of which he Hew to 
Addis Ababa, -where he received a very 
warm welcome from the Emperor. 

7. In contrast with the comparative 
quiescence of Anglo-Ethiopian activity. 
United St ales-Ethiopian relations were 
busy, In Maya Mutual Defence Assistance 
Agreement was signed in Washing tom. This 
provided for arms, equipment and services 
(i>« a Military Mission! to be supplied by 
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the United States Government under the 
normal conditions written into the Mutual 
Defence Assistance Agreements which the 
United Slates Government have concluded 
with other Powers, In October the head of 
the United States Military Mission arrived. 
As already mentioned, the Trans-World 
Airlines Agreement with Ethiopian Air 
Lines was renewed and the United States 
Bureau of Public Roads contract with the 
Imperial Highway Authority was also 
renewed until March 1955, in September 
the ratifications were exchanged of the 
United Slates-Ethiopian Treaty of Amity 
and Economic Relations. 

8. Foreign Operations' Administration 
tPoint IV) continued its activity more 
intelligently as experience was gained. 
Various agreements were signed in April 
and June as set out in the enclosure to this 
despatch. Some projects were extended to 
include Eritrea, 

9, No matters of importance arose in 
Ethiopia’s relations with other Powers, 
beyond a setback with Italy, referred to in 
paragraph 12 below, though mention 
should be made of increasing Ethiopian 
anxiety about the future of the Sudan. 
This was based partly on fears that union 
with Egypt would increase the strength of 
Islam in this area, and partly on disquiet at 
the precedent of holding elections among 
illiterate people, which might lead to 
agitation for similar procedure here. 

10, Internaliy in many ways the most 
important event was the birth of a son and 
heir to the Crown Prince. The Emperor’s 
position was unchallenged and there was 
little sign of his powers failing, despite the 
immense amount of work he accomplishes 
at the age of sixty. His relations with the 
Crown Prince appeared to be more cordial. 
He showed himself uniformly accessible and 
friendly to me and the Crown Prince s help 
in delicate matters was invaluable. 

11. Economically the country continued 
to make progress. Exports increased by 
20 per cent, to a new record figure of 
E.. $158] million, of which coffee continued 
dangerously to represent over one-half by 
value. A favourable balance of trade of 
approximately E, $20-7 million was re¬ 
corded. Customs Collections, which provide 
around 50 per cent, of the country’s 
revenue, rose by over one-half to E. 565 
million. The latest figures available— 
Covering the first six months of the year— 
show ed a surplus in the balance of payments 


ol E, S39 r 2 million. These statistics now 
include Eritrean trade, but this Is a 
relatively small factor. The Government’s 
financial position—as indicated by a 
budget covering the period 1952-53, pub¬ 
lished in October - was very fluid. 

12. Eritrea, which is dealt with in para¬ 
graph 15 er seq below, presented consider¬ 
able problems. The most unfortunate was 
due to the unwise suggestion of the Italian 
Government that further representations 
(after those of mine in May) should be 
made to the Ethiopian Government about 
the serious position there, and moreover in 
the form of a joint demarche by myself and 
my United Stales. French and Italian 
colleagues. The news of this stupidity 
reached the Ethiopians and provoked a 
marked anti-Italian reaction. On Novem¬ 
ber 2 at the anniversary of the Coronation 
the Emperor made pointed allusions to the 
importance of ** non-interference " and. also 
some bitter remarks about the difficulties 
which the Italian Government had placed 
in the way of reaching a satisfactory 
solution of the reparations question under 
the terms of the 1947 Peace Treaty. It may 
be said in passing that the rigid attitude of 
the Ethiopian delegation was at least in part 
responsible for the failure to reach 
agreement. 

13. Eritrea also led indirectly to the pub¬ 
lication of edicts In September concerning 
Federal Justice and Maritime matters. The 
terms of the judicial edicts have not yet 
been digested in Eritrea, but when they 
have been, there will no doubt he sharp 
repercussions. The Maritime edicts, apart 
from declaring a 12-mile limit for territorial 
waters, contain other provisions which may 
be detrimental to British interests, and are 
still being studied by your department. 

14. At the same time edicts were promul¬ 
gated concerning the creation of a Ministry 
of Defence and a Coastguard service. The 
Minister of Defence, who has nor yet been 
appointed, is to control not only the army, 
but also the air force, which has hitherto 
been under the direct control of the 
Emperor, the Coast Guard, the Merchant 
Marine and the Navy, which is still non¬ 
existent. The imperial Guard will remain 
under the direct control of the Emperor. 

15. In Eritrea itself at the beginning of 
the year the political scene was one of con¬ 
siderable confusion. In the first place the 
officers of the Eritrean Government had not 
accustomed themselves to the various high 
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offices they held, and furthermore there was 
considerable strife between the Legislative 
and Executive sections of (he Government. 
The Legislature, that is the Eritrean 
Assembly, had been in existence for some 
time before the departure of the British 
administration and the members appeared 
to resent the powder invested in the subse¬ 
quently formed Executive. For some time 
this unfortunate state of affairs brought the 
work of Che Eritrean Government near to a 
standstill until the Chief Executive, Alo 
Ted la Bairu, personally went to the 
Assembly and with the adroitness and 
charm for which he is notable, managed to 
assuage the feelings of the members in l he 
Assembly and persuade them to carry on 
with their work. 

16. At the same time the Ethiopians 
appointed to the various federal posts in 
Eritrea were behaving in a most over¬ 
bearing manner towards the Eritrean Gov¬ 
ernment. From the Emperor s representa¬ 
tive downwards the attitude shown was one 
of master to servant rather than, according 
to tiie Federal Act* partner to partner. 
During the first three months of the year 
this almost Prussian attitude, which 
seriously prejudiced the day to day business 
between the two Governments, became 
steadily worse until I considered ll essential 
to visit Asmara and subsequently had a 
frank conversation with the Emperor. 

17. Although at this interview the 
Emperor professed to sec little difference 
between federation and complete union, 
never!heless my warnings as to the probable 
attitude of Her Majesty’s Government in 
the event of federation failing must have 
been clearly understood, since the Ethiopian 
officials In Eritrea subsequently became 
very much more reasonable in their deal¬ 
ings with the Eritreans and liaison between 
the two Governments was established On a 
working basis, 

18. As the year proceeded it became more 
and more obvious that the Chief Executive 
of the Eritrean Government was taking an 
increasingly dictatorial attitude towards his 
colleagues in the Government and further¬ 
more appeared to make his decisions not so 
much in the light of whal was good for 
Eritrea, but what would be acceptable to the 
Ethiopians. 

19. This attitude caused him increasing 
Unpopularity with his colleagues who were 
plainly shown that the Chief Executive and 
Ho one else would make decisions and very 
soon this had an adverse effect upon his 


popularity not only, with his colleagues, 
hut also with the general public. The Chief 
Executive took not the slightest notice of 
either manifestation and has continued 
throughout the year as he began, with the 
result that by many Eritreans he is now 
distrusted and intensely disliked. 

20. In a normal situation one would have 
expected a public manifestation of strong 
opposition to the Government, but there is 
no sign of any such thing at the present 
moment. Neither do 1 expect an organised 
opposition to the present Eritrean Gov¬ 
ernment. Neither the Chief Executive nor 
the Emperor's representative wilt put up 
with any form of opposition to their ideas 
whatsoever, and between them they have 
created a situation where no man dare 
endeavour to organise opposition and make 
public ideas with which they are not in 
sympathy. The example of Woideab 
Woldemariam, a courageous opposition 
leader, who was finally forced into exile 
earlier this year, is a sufficient example to 
deter a successor. 

21. From the time of my talk with His 
Imperial Majesty until September, no major 
even! took place in Eritrea, but in Septem¬ 
ber the leaders of (he resuscitated Arab 
League sent a telegram to the United 
Nations complaining: — 

Lit that Eritrea had not received Lhe 
rights accorded to her by the United 
Nations Resolution; 

i/h that internal authority usurped by 
Ethiopia should be’ returned to 
Eritrea: 

ff) that the extension of the Court of 
Ethiopia should be curtailed; 

bri that the Ethiopian troops stationed in 
Eritrea should be returned to 
Ethiopia; and 

(el (hat the Emperor's representative 
should be stopped from interfering 
in Eritrean internal affairs. 

This act, the prime mover of which was the 
loquacious Ibrahim Sultan, caused a con¬ 
siderable stir and very many people, both 
members of the Government and the 
general public, hoped that note would be 
taken of she telegram and an opportunity 
given to air their grievances. However, the 
United Nations merely circulated the tele¬ 
gram “ for information ” to its delegates 
Nevertheless, the transmission of this 
telegram caused very considerable concern 
both to the Emperor s representative and 
the Chief Executive, 
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22, The situation remained quiet until 
October when, on Tuesday the 27 l|i, the 
Government newspaper announced that on 
the previous Saturday an attempt had been 
made upon the life of the Chief Executive 
by two persons, one of whom was a member 
of the well-known and aristocratic 
Fessemma family. As a result several 
other meinl>er> of the family were arrested 
and flung into jail and severe sanctions of 
all kinds taken against the family in general. 
At first the reaction of the public to this 
event was favourable to the Chief Execu¬ 
tive, but very soon, by means of the ever 
powerful grape vine, it became generally 
thought that the so called attack was ft 
frame up, arranged by the Chief Executive 
in extension of the vendetta he had waged 
against the Tesscnirna family and particu¬ 
larly Pedjaz A b rah a Te ssemma s ince 
federation. This view was to a great extent 
confirmed when the arrested men made an 
application to the courts for what amounted 
to a writ of habeas corpus, not long alter 
which they were released, Since his release 
Dedjaz Abraha Tessemma has made it 
known that he proposes to sue the Eritrean 
Government for wrongful imprisonment, 

23, Faking a general view and consider¬ 
ing how unusual was the experiment of 
federating Eritrea with a semi-autonomous 
Government with the Empire of Ethiopia, 
it is 1 think remarkable how little serious 
trouble there has been and how successful 
t b e local ad in i n i strati on h as beep. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the Eritreans, being no exceptions to 
modern world trends, are becoming 
increasingly xenophobic and have accord¬ 
ingly dispensed with a number of iheir 
British and other foreign advisers during 
the past year. I anticipate that they will do 
their best to get rid of the remainder during 
1954 and thus we may well expect con¬ 
siderably less efficiency and probably more 
friction with the Federal authorities in the 
comini 1 year than we have had in 1953, 

24, While it is impossible—in the absence 
of comparative financial returns—to 
indicate dearly the repercussions on the 
Eritrean economy of federation, the 
position appears to be by no means as 
catastrophic as many had feared. The 
departure of the British Administration, 
followed by a high proportion of the Italian 
population, caused a serious loss in pur 
chasing power which hit hard at the retail 
trade. Unemployment increased and the 
cost of living rose sharply during the year; 
there was aLso some labour unrest. Certain 


accommodations were, however, made by 
the Federal Government to the needs of the 
more advanced industrial economy of 
Eritrea, and full payment was (belatedly ) 
made in respect of the Eritrean share of 
customs revenue. The latter represents 
some 42 per cent, of total Eritrean revenue. 
A small budgetary surplus was thus assured 
as the year closed, 

I am sending copies of this despatch to 
Her Majesty's Ambassador at Cairo, the 
Governors of Kenya. Hrilish Somaliland, 
and the Sudan, Her Majesty's Consul- 
General at Asmara, and Her Majesty’s 
Consuls at Harar and Mega. 

1 have, &c, 

(for M.M, Ambassador) 
CO. I. RAMSDEN. 


Enclosure 

Chronological List of Events in Ethiopia 

during / 953 

January' 24 Februm-y 14 -—Emperor visited Eritrea 
unit subsequently travelled on United. States 
destroyer from Muvsjwj iq Djibouti. 

Febrmtry .1-/7.- Visit by General Viking Tamm, 
Giitf of Suif of the Swedish army. 

February 24 .—'Visit by John Gunther, writing 
“ Inside Africa." 

March J. Imperial Telecommunications Board 
,<5suniL-J responsibility for services in Eritrea. 
March If J3, Exchange of Notes providing for 
infinities for British military aircraft in trilrca. 
March ft *—Visit by Mr. Black. Pres idem 

of the International Ehnfc for Rttonsintetion and 
Development, 

Wmv/i 30. Exchange of Notes providing tor all 
Point JV co-operation projects in Ethiopia to 
include Eritrea. 

k nit o> XS. Pierre Muriel. French Secretary of 
Si .Lie for Air. 

V arch J/,—Visit by Mr. Eric Johnston. Chairman 
oT United Slates International Development 
Advisory Baird. 

April 29 f - SigiiLifLire of agreement with Foreign 
OpamUqns’ Adiuinislmtion (Point IV) for a co¬ 
operative Public Health programme. 

.VJViv S .—Celebration of Liberal ion Day, 

Oflieinl opening of Addis Ababa ammunition 
Factory. 

,1/civ TV. Anglo-Ethiopian meetings in Addis 
Ababa to discuss " Operation Tennis .* 7 
1 toy 23, Mutual Defence Assistance Agreement 
with United States signed ai Washington by Minister 
for i-oneign Affairs. 

Vfoy 24 —Consecration of three bishops,-compieb 
im die provision of erne bishop for each province 
of the Empire. 

hint TO N. IJvsen Locust Survey Advisory 
Committee in conference at Bishoflu. 

Jutu- 22. Signature of Technical Assistance Agree¬ 
ment with United Stales, 
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June.- -Signature of four Technical Co-opcraiioif] 
Agreements with Foreign Operations* Adminis¬ 
tration. 

(a) Continuation ynd extension of the Co¬ 
operative Education project, 

(/>) Gimma Agricultural School. 

(c) Agricultural development. 

(f/i Wdl drilling and water development. 

July 14, Signature of agreement with Trans-World 
Airlines. e S tending for three years their contract to 
run Ethiopian Air Lines. 

July 25, Celebrations of Emperor* birthday. 

July 25, Arrival of Yugoslav Economic MUrio-n. 

Augitst 15-lb .—Indian naval visit to Massavva. 

Augusf M,~ Birth of son anJ heir, Zara Yacob, to 
Crown Prince. 

Auiiusn- Treaty of Commerce artd Economic Co¬ 
operation with Yugoslavia signed in Bdgrade. 

September 7. Visit by United Slates Senator. 
Allen J, Elkndcr, 

September 8. Exchange in Addis Ababa of the 
Instruments of Ratification of the Treaty of Amity 
and Economic Relations with the United States. 
September //.—New Year's Day. 

First anniversary celebrations of Act of Federa¬ 
tion with Eritrea. 

September Publication of following edicts:— 

Federal Judicial (nmendmentt ProdamaiiooL 
Federal Crimes Proclamation: 

Maritime Procljirutton; 

Maritime Order; 

Ministry of Defence Order: 

Coastguard Proclamation; and 
Public Rights Proclamation, 


September .—Cons [deration of tenders for the sur¬ 
vey of [be port of Assab, 

Ociobtr 10. Arrival of LicuiColond Da vis, Head 
of American Military Mission. 

October. -Submission by Messrs. Huntings of 
tender for aerial survey of Ethiopia, 

October 2i -22 ,—Visit of General de Gaulle. 
October MI-November ^.—Strike at tJio Do tub sugar 

plantations. 

\member. Visit by representative of Messrs. Lie¬ 
bigs to investigate meat potential of Ethiopia. 

November 2 --Coronalion anniversary celebrations. 

Speech from the Throne at the opening of 
Parliament, 

November tS-J/,—Visit by Lord and Lady 
Mourttbaticn. 

November 15 (appfOX.L—Extension to March 
I /5S of United States Bureau of Public Roads con- 
iruct, under lerras of " Highways " loan. 

Nin'cmmr 13 IS —Visit by Prince Bernard of the 
Netherlands, 


December *—Negotiations in Addis Ababa for 
Anglq-Ethiopian Air Services Agreement. 

December 8. Arrival of Mr. Walter H. RozclE. the 
new Governor of the State tLink. 

December 22- The sum of £950,000 handed over 
to Her Majesty's Government towards the cost of 
orctish administration of Eritrea. 

December 7J. Gram of sail concession near 
Mukallc. Tigrc. to Limited Stales firm. 


JA 2181/! No. 2 

vM’t Jul ON THE GROWING UNREST AMONG I HE NATIVE 
LABOURING CLASSES 


Mr, Husk io Mr. I:den. [Received February J2\ 


(No. 17(E). Confidential) 
Sir, 


Addis A baba* 

February 4 , 1954. 


ct^iri h3VC t le 1 ? n0Ur 10 rc P° rt chat °Vtr the East six months there has been 
steadily growing discontent among the mi live labouring classes of Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. This reached its culmination in the last week in the virtual immobilising 
ol a Hand trade communications, as a result of the striking of native labour on 

t^2nd f F b &y and M lh£ P ° rl 0l ASSab ' TheSC S,rikCS wwe finjatlv ca,kd oiT on 


“■ ] ^ c Jlr!ii rumblings of labour disturbance came from Eritrea where t 

rmiiur not took place at ihc Eritrean Sail Works late in May 1953. The cause of 
iricnon appears io have been the introduction of labour saving machinery which 
while involving a reduction in production costs, implied a threat to reduce the 
labour force. Police action was raptd and ruthless, and 257 labourers were arrested 
of whom 30 were eventually brought to trial. The rioting developed to a Doint 

vrri^miv 'nr'Jh prov ? ked ''<'** ' n i lJr ii 1 - 25 persons, three of them 

seriously. Q! the 30 men charged, 1R were sentenced to periods of imprison men I 
ol up to six months. 


Th f outbreak occured at the Dutch Sugar Plantation at Wonti 
some 60 miles from Addis Ababa. I he details of this strike were reported at some 

despatch No. 97(E) of the 13th 3&S 
Bndlv, the strike originated among the Ethiopian tractor operators and factory 
workers and was extended by " persuasion ” methods to the Galla field worked 
The pretexts for striking were in general trivial and involved excessive demands 
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in terms, of working conditions, accommodation and pay* Police action was again 
rapid and effective. The refusal of the Dutch to concede the necessity for Ethiopian 
financial participation in and administration of the plantation was a contributory 
factor. 

4. On the 7ih of January of this year the unrest shafted back to Eritrea, 
where a strike broke out on the Asmara Railway. The reason for this was the 
dismissal of ten labourers; but the opinion was officially held that the strike was 
aimed against one of the Directors, Ato Yacob, who was considered to have been 
hostile to the labourers' interests. The strikers eventually returned to work 16 days 
later, after their demands for the removal of Ato Yacob had been rejected by the 
authorities. 

5. A report by Her Majesty's Consul at Harar gave warning on the 18th of 
January of the imminence of a strike affecting native employees of the Che min de 
Per Franco-Eihiopien. This eventually broke out on the 2bth of January at 
Piredawa la few days after the termination of ihe Eritrean Railway strike)'and 
spread rapidly to Addis Ababa where the workers came out in sympathy. Et appears 
to have been limed to coincide with his Imperial Majesty's departure for Eritrea. 
The basic complaint made by the strikers was (hat grievances, which had been the 
subject of a petition to the Emperor as far back as May of last year, had received 
no redress. The grievances were in fact matters which had not been conceded by 
a commission of enquiry, set up by the Ethiopians to investigate conditions of work 
on the railway. Among these complaints had been claims for an increase in pay. 
for improved leave conditions and for the discharge of female European office 
employees; but more important in the labourers' minds has weighed the shelving 
of their petition to the Emperor, who certainly seems to have been in error in not 
sending a reply to the petition. While the Ethiopian Government officially 
informed the railway authorities that they were anxious for a resumption of 
railway services, they appeared by no means anxious to accept their responsibility 
to ensure security if services manned solely by European crews should be introduced. 
In fact, they rapidly withdrew their request when it was pointed out that a 
prerequisite condition for meeting it was the provision of Ethiopian guards to 
counter possible trouble. 

6. A week or so prior to this a strike had developed at the Eritrean port of 
Assab, involv ing the dock workers and coolie labour. So far as 3 am aware* this was 
based on the repudiation by the Federal Port Commandant. Colonel Kebbede, of a 
claim for a 20 per cent, increase in pay originally granted by a Danakil District 
Officer. By the 27th of January some 10-11,000 tons of outward and at least 
2,000 tons of inward freight had been frozen at the port, A high percentage of the 
country's lorn transport was tied up at Assab* and local firms have been Involved 
in considerable financial loss. Ninety labourers were finally flown into Assab, at 
the cost of the main shipping firms, to break the strike. These were prepared to 
work at standard rates of pay now applying, and the contract with the labour 
contractor included a daily rarion allowance, and was subject to revision at the 
end of fifteen days, The Government declared that they were prepared to meet 
any possibility of rioting at the port, and two companies of troops were moved in 
to guard against the danger of bloodshed. The strike soon extended beyond the 
ranks of the coolie labour and all other native workers at the port came out in 
sympathy. 

7. Following representations to the Emperor, llien in Massawa, the Manager 
of Bcsse and Company, Mr. Weerls, tew down to Assab on Tuesday the 2nd of 
February armed with the Emperors fid! support to negotiate an agreement. He 
arrived to find that the ninety strike-breakers were idle, and that a potentially 
dangerous clash with the police shortly before his arrival had resulted in the death's 
of three of the local population, and the wounding of six more. However, perhaps 
listed by this police action* an agreement—strongly opposed by the shipping 
firms in its details, although not in principle had been Virtually arrived at between 
the Port Commandant and the coolies. By this the latter are to receive a per dieni 
wage of ES2 96 with overtime increases, to replace the former piece-lime rates 
of pay. Work was resumed on the afternoon of the 2nd of February, and- all hough 
this l am convinced was purely coincidental—the railway employees returned to 
work in Addis Ababa on the same day, having gained no'concessions of any kind 
from the authorities. 
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8. The concensus of opinion here is that the strikes have been grossly 
mismanaged by the Ethiopian Government, 1 ti my view contributory factors have 
been the lack of liaison between officials on the spot and the central administration* 
and the Governments appalling ignorance of the correct methods of controlling 
disaffected elements. On the first point* 1 have good reason—from conversations 
with the Vice-Ministers ol Finance and Interior—to believe that not only has 
liaison been poor* but local officials may have been guilty ol deliberately 
misinforming their superiors in Addis Ababa. On the second point, it has been 
depress in gly obvious that the Ethiopians have little but the threat of punitive 
action to offer by way of an immediate answer to situations ol this kind, and that 
neither the machinery nor the inclination for the intelligent forestalling of labour 
conflicts exists at this time. This is a sobering thought in terms of the future 
progress and development of this country* 

9. I have given considerable thought to the seductive thesis that these strikes 
are guided by a common intelligence: but the facts as now known disprove any 
such theory. The only connecting link with Communism— and it is a fragile one— 
derives from the insistence by local shipping agents that two Communist members 
of an Italian shipping linn have subsidised the strike to the extent of continuing 
the pay of some of the strikers. Bui this may well have been commercial self- 
interest, designed merely to provide a better wicket for one of the players when the 
game was resumed. The fact that two of these strikes were contemporaneous is 
thought provoking; but it would have been logical for the Chemin de Fer employees 
I who are relatively well organised) to time their strike with an eye to the maximum 
effect offered by the Assah strike, and the absence of the Emperor in Eritrea. 

10. While the demands on which these five strikes have been based have been 
in general disparate, wage claims have figured largely in the three main ones. Here, 
at least, is a source of discontent, the causes for which are not difficult to understand. 
Industrial rates of pay in Addis Ababa are estimated to have risen by 16 per cent, 
from 1951 to 1952, and this increase has probably accelerated since then* 
Agricultural wages have similarly risen, us Ethiopia's produce (notably coffee) has 
commanded higher prices in world markets. This has created an inevitable— 
although still slight -inflationary spiral (in Eritrea, although for different reasons, 
the effect has been accentuated): more important probably has been the slow 
Induction of the native worker, in this developing country* into a world where his 
economic requirements .ire pitched over higher. While these factors are 
acceptable as extenuations in the case of the Assab strike* the> arc much less so 
where the Chemin de Fer and the Sugar Plantation are concerned, In the former 
case, wages were admittedly too low* the cost of living at this inaccessible and 
increasingly populated port is rising monthly, due in part also to the relaxation of 
the efficiently applied British price control It remains, however, true to say that the 
withdrawal of a wage concession actually brought Into force was the prime cause 
of the Assab situation. In the latter cases, wages were in general adequate, and, 
indeed, good, 

11. Apart from the purely economic background to the strikes, there ure other 
considerations which call for 'brief comment. No small part was played in the 
Assab strike by political and racial problems. In the first instance, there appears to 
have been an unconcealed conflict between the Eritrean District Officer, Ato Musa 
Gaass. who introduced the wage concessions ant! the Ethiopian Port Commandant 
who eventually rejected them. In the second instance* the Danakils* who form 
the labour force, were confirmed in their intransigence by their hostility to (he 
absentee Ethiopian landlord. 

12. Whatever justifications there may have been for strike action* lire 
Ethiopian approach from the Emperor down—has been ruthless and* ] would 
suspect* completely self-interested. As was well expressed by the local manager of 
Bessc and Company, strike action in Ethiopia is rebellion* and not, as in more 
fortunate countries.'social conflict. In saying to the latter* with reference to the 
railway strikers Us sont revenue m irovml mm rkn gagner ", the Emperor was 
staling more than a fact. He was implying the achievement of the only Ethiopian 
aspiration that has been evident throughout Perhaps mainly from a sense of 
ad mi nisi rational insecurity, although the cynical wyiutd also infer with an eye to 
the economic welfare of the ruling clique, the Ethiopian Government appear to 
view strike action as in no sense a symptom of social discontent (however ill-advised 
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or lacking in ju&tiiicaiionj: it is merely a threat to the divine right of kings. In 
this they are to some extent right, So long as Ethiopia is governed in a feudal 
manner ** strikes ” and "rebellions " are difficult to distinguish. I lie trouble is 
that Ethiopia is moving—very slowly- -with the limes and will move faster when 
the Crown Prince comes to die Throne. In a few years the ruling classes may 
well regret that they followed at the outset a policy of ruthless suppression. 
Agitators of the future may well dignify the i+ Assab martyrs’" on the lines of 
TolputkQe, 

13. It is high lime that those in authority' here should realise the dangers 
ahead. The establishment of some form of Labour Office to exercise general 
control over conditions of employment wilt soon become necessary, jf indeed it is 
not necessary now. I intend, as opportunity offers, to speak on these lines to 
prominent Ethiopians, including the Crown Prince, 1 doubt whether any appeal 
to the Emperor would be worth while. 

1 have, &c, 

D L BUSK. 


GW 15/3 No. 3 

PROTEST TO THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT AGAINST THEIR CLAIMS 
IN RESPECT OF TERRITORIAL WATERS 

Mr. Busk to \fr. Eden. {Received February 16) 

(No, 21. Confidential) 1 Addis Ababa. 

Sir, February It, 1954. 

I have the honour to inform you th-it, m accordance with the instructions 
contained in your despatch No. 10 and your telegram No. 17, I have presented a 
note to the Ethiopian Government protesting against their claims in respect of 
territorial waters. 

2. 1 enclose a copy of the text, which I sent under cover of a personal note 

from myself to the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs. I also enclose a copy of 
the note which my Swedish colleague presented at the same time. None of mv 
other colleagues have as yet received instructions, but the United States Ambassador 
is certain that his Government will protest. 

I have. &c. 

D. L. BUSK. 


Enclosure 1 

(No, 24) 

Her Britannic Majesty's Embassy present their compliments to the Imperial 
Ethiopian Government and have the honour to Inform them that the attention of 
Her Majesty $ Government in the United Kingdom has been brought to paragraph 6, 
section 1 '.?) of the Maritime Proclamation No, 137 of 1953 issued by the Imperial 
Ethiopian Government on the 25th of September, 1953. 

2 In the said paragraph, the territorial waters of the Ethiopian Empire arc 
defined as extending from the extremity of sea-board at maximum annual hieh 
tide of the Ethiopian continental coast and of the coasts of Ethiopian islands, "in 
parallel line on (he entire sea-board and to an outward distance of twelve nautical 
mites, except that in the case of the Dahlac archipelago the seaward limit of (he 
territorial waters shall be that defined in Federal Revenue Proclamation No, ]2b 
of 1952, and that in the case of pearl and other sedentary fisheries (he seaward 
limit of the territorial waters shall extend to the limits of the said fisheries. 

3, Her Majesty's Government, having carefully studied this definition of 
Ethiopian territorial waters, wish to place on record with the Imperial Ethiopian 
Government that, for the reasons given below, they do not consider themselves 
under any obligation to regard it as having any validity or application so far as 
British vessels are concerned. First, except in the case of States which have 
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established a prescriptive claim to a wider belt—and there is * 1 2 no evidence that 
Ethiopia is such a State- -the maximum breadth of territorial waters which Her 
Majesty's Government arc bound to accept is three sea miles. Secondly, while 
under appropriate circumstances the coastal Stale may be entitled to exercise 
jurisdiction over pearl and other sedentary fisheries outside territorial waters, 
this fact in no way constitutes any warrant for an actual extension of territorial 
waters, such as is contemplated in the Ethiopian definition, 

4. Paragraph 6, section (g) of the Maritime Proclamation No, 137 oi 1953 
states that: — 

" The maritime domain of Our Empire is defined as extending inward 
from the extremity of sea-board at maximum annual high tide to a distance 
of one hundred metres along each of the aforesaid coasts and as including, in 
addition, the gulls and bays along the said coasts; the areas heretofore reserved, 
on or near the said coasts, for military, naval and aeronautical installations; 
and the port areas defined in regulations of Our Ministry of National Defence. 
The said domain shall be within the exclusive jurisdiction and control of the 
Imperial Ethiopian Government except in so fair as may be otherwise 
determined by Imperial Decree," 

5 r Her Majesty’s Government presume that “maritime domain,” in so tar 
as it refers lg any area of the sea, is meant to include only " internal waters " \eaux 
interle it res). They note, however, that the paragraph neither contains nor refers 
to any definition of " the gulls and bays along the said coasts," and, in the absence 
of such definition, they feel obliged to reserve their rights in regaru. to any 
jurisdiction which the Imperial Ethiopian Government may purport to exercise 
over British vessels in reliance upon this paragraph, 

t». The views of Her Majesty's Government as slated by the Minister of State 
in the House of Commons on the 14th of December, 1953, are thaL the true interests 
of all sea-faring nations are best served by the greatest possible freedom to use 
the seas for all legitimate maritime activities. Her Majesty’s Government are 
confident that the Imperial Ethiopian Government will welcome this frank 
expression of their views on the subject of territorial waters, and in particular 
they are hopeful that on a further consideration of the facts set out above the 
Imperial Ethiopian Government will feel able to modify the terms of the said 
proclamation to bring them into line with the views held not only by Her Majesty’s 
Government but also by the majority of the principal maritime Slates that three 
sea miles is the proper limit of territorial waters. 

7. Her Britannic Majesty s Embassy avail themselves of this opportunity to 
renew to the Imperial Ethiopian Government the assurance of their high 
consideration. 

9lh February, 1954 , 

Enclosure 2 
AIDE-MEMOIRE 

En raison du fait que Ic Gouvernement Ethiopien dans I'article 6 de la 
“ Proclamation Maritime "du 25 septembre 1953, a declarequeseseaux leiritoriales 
jfetendaiem a 12 milies marine, le Gouvernement .Suedois se voit dans I'obligation 
de fairo remarquer, que eclie extension des eaux territorials companies a cedes qui 
etaient Stabiles auparavant en Fry three, comportc & Lav is du Gou vernc merit 
Suedois un cmpictenunt sur la mer fibre, ou les ressortissants de Iom pays ont k 
droit de peehc et de communication suns intervention de la part d autres Etats, 
A cu sujei le Gouvernemcm Suedois sc permcl re rappder I a declaration, qui a clc 
faitc du cote suedois Ion? de hi conference Internationale de la Have de 1930 pour 
codification du droit dcs gens, declaration qui esi ci-annexte. Con for moment a 
cette declaration, le Gouvernement suedois juge ndccssmre de formukr tomes 
reserves ttu fait qtfun etat ctend ses eaux tcrritornles au deli de cdles qui 
exist den l auparavant par rapport a ccttc panic de la cote. 

“ f.e Gouvernement suedois pretend, pour son propre comptc, a one /one de 
quatre milies; mats il recommit dgalcincni comme legitimes les autre? distances 
hisioriqucs appliquees a llicure actudle par tin certain norabre d’Etats. cedes de 
trois ou de six milies marins par example.” 
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JA 1122/1 No. 4 

REPORT ON ETHIOPIAN TRADE TURNOVER FOR THE PAST YEAR 

Mr. Busk to Mr, Eden. (Received March 23) 

(No, 31 (EL Confidential) Addis Ababa. 

gjj^ March 16, 1954. 

i Have die honour to submit brief comments on the outturn ol Ethiopian trade 
over the past year, as indicated by Customs returns now available, these r^hilc 
to the Ethiopian year 1945' EX. t corresponding to the period September 1952- 
September 1953. 'These figures offer a good basis for comparison with previous 
years; but they are suspect to the extent that they are based on merchants returns. 
The latter tend to underdeclare exports (with a view to evading the Exchange 
Control regulations and the export taxi while the Customs authorities arbitrarily 
over declare imports, 

2, J n total, exports have risen 20 per cent, by value over the preceding year, 
and have now reached the record Level ol E,$I58 jS million (E,Si=£l). Imports 
increased correspondingly, and amounted to E,$137'8 million during the year. A 
favourable balance of trade of E.S2IT7 million was thus recorded* which compares 
with a favourable balance of a mere E,$2’2 million during the preceding year. These 
figures now include Eritrean returns, and an accurate comparison with presious 
years is thus dillicult. None the less, there Can be no doubt that the trading 
position of Ethiopia proper has improved markedly over the last twelve months 
and indeed to an extent greater than is revealed, since it is probable that imports 
destined for Eritrea exceeded exports originating from that territory by some 
E million, Perhaps more grapnic as an indication of an improving position are 
the figures now available of State Bank reserves in gold and silver bullion and 
foreign securities and balances. These reveal an increase from 1:^75 9 million 
to ES1I9 million (56 percent.) during the period from the end of I95_ to the end 
of 1953. 1 learn privately that the figure to-day is considerably higher. 

3 Both as regards quantity exported and value received, the year was a 
record one lor coffee. Over 36,000 tons to a value of E.$83 million were freighted 
out, and this comprised 52 per cent, of total exports of value—a slight increase in 
percentage over the preceding year. Demand and prices lor Ethiopian collet, 
remain high, and this is an encouraging factor in a consideration of future- prospects; 
but a poor rainy season has considerably reduced estimates of current production. 
The renewal at the beginning of the year of the fatuous limitation in coflee exports 
against sterling has served to augment ( uslomu revenue and foreign exchange 
receipts, and to suppress smuggling on. the western border almost to nil Coffee 
expom are now generally permitted to 50 per cent, against sterling, and tlie effect 
on the country's sterling resources has been very salutary. A repetition of the 
periodic soft currency shortages of the past, which have bedevilled sterling trade 
to this country, is now unlikely. It is of interest that the black-market rates lor 
dollar and pound here 'which played so targe a part formerly in coffee sales) are 
now* both approximately equated at 4-5 per cent, premium. 

4. This same concentration on coffee as the mainstay of the Ethiopian 
economy, however, carries with it dangers that cannot he disregarded. With the 
exception of wheat flour, edible oils, oilseeds, and goatskins (the two assisted 
of the Development Bank, which has recently permitted the 
earning of stocks) shifts in Ethiopia's export trade make far from cheering reading. 
Thus export of hides have fallen off in value by 27 per cent., while cereals and 
pulses, beeswax, sheep and leopard skins have fallen off or are barely holding their 
own, (Most recent figures available, however, indicate that pulses and cereals arc 
picki ng up again.) The impact of a recession in world coffee prices on an economy 
so dependent on one cash crop would, of course, be severe. Fortunately for Ethiopia 
no disastrous slump in prices appears immediately to be feared. But the recent 
rejection by American purchasers of a 750-ton consignment of Ethiopian coffee 
“ shipped wet " has an obvious and sinister bearing on Ethiopia's capacity to 
command continued high prices in world markets. This Embassy is taking steps 
to warn Ethiopian® of the importance of integrity as regards M brands.” For 
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instance. Kenya coffee, though inferior in quality, commands a higher relative 
price, because its quality can be relied on. Legislation in Ethiopia to punish 
adulteration is urgently required, 

5. During the year imports reached their highest level lo dale (E.S137-8). 
As a result of a general fall in world prices, the effect quantitatively is even more 
impressive. This increase was due mainly to greater demand for cotton 
manufactures* silk and artificial silk manufactures, sugar, benzine, naphtha, motor 
vehicles (primarily cheap Italian and German cars) and the general range of 
consumer goods. Textiles remain the country's largest single import item* buL 
there is a steady shift in emphasis from the cheapest cottons to the more durable 
drills, silk manufactures, and the artificial silks now imported increasingly (and 
very cheaply) from Japan, The general import pattern leads one to the conclusion 
that the rise in imports may be ascribed to two causes: firstly to the rise in demand 
for consumer goods in (he interior of Ethiopia; and, secondly, to the increase of 
imports into Eritrea, The first factor is of considerable significance. It is 
principally the outcome of a marked upswing in prices paid locally for coffee by 
the exporters, which has lead in turn to an increase in purchasing power in the 
interior. A good case is Gore region, where Hesse Co. arc now dealing directly 
with the peasants and not through intermediaries. One may reasonably hope that 
Ethiopia has entered a stage where the pressure of economic wants may begin 
slowly to exert an influence on the low level of agricultural production in the 
interior. But in the short term it is considered vital by the Government that 
inflation in the interior should he resisted. To this end—as this despatch was in 
draft—heavier, sliding-scale export duties were applied to Coffee. The effect of 
these- it is hoped will be to stabilise internal prices and to syphon off to [he 
exchequer a high percentage of the coffee profits. The peasant will thus find 
himself unable to indulge in his favourite pastime of clambering into bed, when 
he should be clambering into the coffee forests, 

6. From the Customs returns the order of importance of foreign countries 
in terms of Ethiopia's export market is United Slates (E.S30 6 millions), Italy 
(E.S2I 5 millions) and the United Kingdom IE.SI07 millions). Bui in this respect 
the returns ane an unsatisfactory guide, since a total of E.S67-1 millions worth of 
merchandise Es recorded as consigned to Aden and French Somaliland. Near!} the 
whole of this figure undoubtedly represents goods for transhipment to other 
countries, since these quantities far exceed the local consumption capacity of the 
two countries. Of the countries listed above, the United States takes coffee and 
goatskins, Italy oilseeds, pulses t hides and some coffee, while the United Kingdom 
imports Ethiopian hides, sheepskins, pulses, oilseeds and some coffee. 

7. The principal countries exporting to tiffs market are India (E.S24 5 
millions), Italy iE,!S22 4 millions), the United Kingdom (E.S20 5 millions) and 
the United States (E.S20 2 millions). These four countries control 64 per cent, 
of the market. Almost the whole of India’s exports to this countn relate to 
textiles (she supplies over half of the range of cottons) With the introduction of 
Eritrea into the returns, Italy has jumped into second place. The principal exports 
to this country from these four (values expressed lo nearest hundred thousand ES) 
are: — 

India. Cotton Abujedid T4: Colton Yarns 3 9; Cotton Drills and ,leans 
(white or dyed) 3 2, Gunny Bags 2-J; Cotton Drills and Jeans (grey) 
f-9; C otton Manufactures U0. 

Italy. C otton Yarns 5-6: Motor Engines and Parts 1-2; Benzine I I. 

United Kingdom, Sugar 3 2 (with local production coming into effect, we 
must face the possible loss, in whole or in part, of tiffs market in the 
near future); Cotton Drills and Jeans (white or dyed) 2 3; Rubber 
Tyres T8; Motor Passenger Vehicles I 3 I we arc holding our own with 
2h per cent, of local car sales, and are run nine neck and neck with the 
Americans, with Germany creeping up); Industrial Machinery and 
Appliances T2. In general ion these estimates) we now supply 15 
per cent of the import bill, as opposed to 12 per cent, during the 
preceding year. 

United States, Raw Cotton 3 9; Rubber Tyres 1-4; Passenecr Motor 
Vehicles. Brass Manufactures and Colton Drills and Jeans (while or 
dyed) each 13; Industrial Machinery !■!. 
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&. Summarising the points which occur to me as ot interest in the year s 
trade returns, I would draw attention to the following; — 

tcil The year under review was successful in terms ot general trading. 
However, effective diversification of the country's export products has 
yet to be achieved; rather is emphasis slightly increasingly on coffee, 
although most recent figures available show encouraging trends in 
cereals, pulses, edible oils and oilseeds exports. 

(b\ As far as can be estimated the Eritrean adverse balance of trade appears 
to be continuing under federation at approximately the same level as 
under the former British Administration* 

(cl The position of State Bank reserves resulting from the years trading has 
improved considerably, and is now very strong. It would permit 
considerable investment in capital schemes, if the Minister ol Finance 
could be induced to part with some of his jealously hoarded store 
More realism is now shown by the Government in the disposal of export 
products to acquire essential foreign exchange. 

{*) Insufficient Government control is applied to preserve Ethiopia^ reputation 
where the quality of the country's exports is concerned. 
i/> a fairer share of the rewards of production is now being derived by the 
peasant fanner in the more accessible areas in the interior. A very 
necessary incentive to produce is thus being provided, albeit slowly. 
The Government have shown by recent tax regulations, that they are 
determined to keep the peasant's nose to the grindstone by preventing 
by legislation any possibility of inflation in the interior. 

(p) The United Kingdom ha l$ maintained, and even slightly extended, its 
share of the local market. However, we stand to lose a useful outlet 
here for United Kingdom sugar in the near Future, and we face 
increasing competition from Germany, particularly in the field of 
motor vehicles. 

(/;i The entry of Japan on a larger scale into the market would have an adverse 
effect on all other supplies. 

(fl Point IV are making progress with their agricultural colleges. When these 
are really running properly a general improvement in agriculture should 
result Both yields and qualities should improve and there will be 
better possibilities for export. This will widen the basis of agricultural 
export and reduce the preponderance of coffee. 


9 I hone that the information contained in this despatch can be made widely 


known to British concerns which arc contemplating 
market. 


nteresLing themselves in this 


I have, &c. 
D. 


L BUSK. 


JA 1051/66 No, 5 * 

<» 

HAUD AGREEMENT: DESIRE BY THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT 

TO END THE AGREEMENT 


Mr, Husk to Mr. Eden. (Received August 19) 


Addis Ababa, 

August 19, 1954. 


{No. 26K Confidential) 

(Telegraphic! 

Your telegram No. 214. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs sent for me to-day and speaking extremely 
seriously said that the absent of instructions to me about Hand was causing 
him serious anxiety. The IW Agreement was now 10 years old and m no 
circumstances could the Emperor and the Ethiopian Government agree to its 
continuation. He had been under very great pressure for some months to denounce 
the Agreement and thus force us to reach a decision. He told me (which was news 
to met that when the French had dallied similarly over French Somaliland border, 
he had denounced the Agreement and within a month a delegation had arrived to 
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conclude a now one. The Council of State were urging him to take the same course 
with us. So far he had been able to refuse by saying that Ethiopian relations with 
the United Kingdom were on an entirely different basis from those with any 
Other country, but he could not hold the position any longer. He was afraid that 
when the Emperor returned from Harar next week there would be a considerable 
explosion if i had not by then received instructions. He repeated incidentally that 
the only basis on which the Ethiopians were prepared to negotiate was that 
contained in his Note to me of May 13 I please see my 1081 '78 / 543, 

2. As far as Baud was concerned the Ministry of Foreign Affairs would have 
to consult other Ministries here and he presumed I should need assistance from 
British Somaliland. There could, therefore, be no question of postponing the 
negotiations until he came to London with the Emperor. His visit would, however, 
enable him to settle other points in the Treaty {commerce &c) if full agreement had 
not been reached by the lime the Emperor left. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
hoped he would not have to accompany the Emperor on the Gambia, but that he 
could fly direct to London arriving a few days in advance of the Emperor. 

3. I he Ethiopian Ambassador leaves here for London August 2 3 and the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs told me that he would have strongly worded message 
on instructions from the Emperor on the lines on which the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs had just spoken to me. 

4. The Emperor will certainly send for me on his return early next week to 
discuss the London programme. I] 1 am still without instructions it will be 
extremely awkward. 


JA 1051/69 (2) 

(No, 227) Foreign Office, 

(Telegraphic) August 25 ; 1954. 

Jo Mr, Busk (Addis Ababa) 

Your telegram No. 274 (of August 24: The Baud). 

You should now speak to Ethiopians on the following lines: — 

-■ Her Majesty's Government are ready to resume negotiations on the basis 
that they recognise Ethiopian sovereignty over the Haud, but must ask that the 
Ethiopian Government for their part recognise our essential requirements in the 
area. Her Majesty s Government are deeply concerned over the possibility that 
any precipitate change in the administration of the Haud might have serious 
consequences for both Her Majesty's Government and the Ethiopian Government 
and for their mutual relations, T hey feel that it is as much in the interest of the 
Ethiopian Government as in their own that this should be avoided. You will be 
putting forward proposals to guard against this danger, to ensure the well-being 
of our tribes and to safeguard our interests. (A summary of these proposals will 
be telegraphed to you by the beginning of next week.) You will also require the 
assistance of Governor of British Somaliland in the negotiations and this may 
require time to arrange, 

3. I trust that foregoing will satisfy Ethiopians of our good intentions and 
enable you to hold position for the time being. For your information the Ethiopian 
Ambassador has asked for an interview with Prime Minister at which \ understand 
he will present personal message from the Emperor presumably relating to the Haud 


Mogadishu, 

October 20, 1954. 


JA 1053/151 (3) 

{No. 36) 

(Telegraphic) 

Your telegram No, 33, 

I have emphasised in several recent letters the profound shock the surrender 
of Haud to Ethiopia will make on Somali opinion whatever the safeguards. 1 
consider it essential to prepare opinion by letting it be discreetly known: 

(а) that Ethiopia has undoubted sovereignty over Haud which she is now 

reclaiming; 

(б) we are doing our best to negotiate safeguards for the interest of Somaliland 

tribes. 
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2 In afl> case I consider the Italians should be apprised of the general 
situation, especially since they will have to control any demonstrations which the 
ultimate announcement may provoke. 

3. For reasons given in my telegram No. 35 I should be grateful for an early 
reply. 


JA 1051 72 No, 6 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
THE ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR ON AUGUS1 26, 1954 

Mr. Eden fo Mr. Busk l Addis A baba > 


(No. 91. Co n ii dentia 11 Foreign Office, 

Sir, 'Avgust 26 1 1954. 

The Ethiopian Ambassador asked to see 
me to-day and left me the enclosed 
Aide-Memoire on the dispute about Hand. 
He recapitulated the history of the dispute, 
referring to the war-time agreement of 1944 
and the efforts which had been made since 
then to reach a settlement. He continued 
that the Ethiopian Government wished now 
to conclude negotiations on the basis of the 
1H97 Treaty and hoped that we would send 
out instructions urgently lo our Ambassador 
so that this could be done. It was really 
important that this negotiation should bo 
completed before the Emperor paid his 
official visit here. 

2. I told the Ambassador that 1 was not 
myself familiar with the details of this 
negotiation, but 3 would look into them and 
we would communicate further with the 
Ethiopian Government in the course of the 
next few days, either through him or 
through you, 

3 I am sending a copy of this despatch 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

I am, 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


Enclosure 

Imperial Ethiopian Embassy, 
London, 

Pro Me mart a 

The Agreement of 39th December, 1944, 
provided that “ while the war continues, it 
is not opportune to negotiate a permanent 
treatv " and, by its Article V11, Ethiopia 
agreed k> place the territory of the Ogaden 
under British Military Administration " in 


order as an Ally to contribute lo the effective 
prosecution of the war," The question 
of the Ogaden, therefore, con slit tiled an 
integral part of lhe Agreement and was 
setiled on a purely temporary and war-time 
basis. 

Since 1946, discussions for the settlement 
of the question of the Ggadeu have been 
pursued on the basis of exchange of 
territories, if was the desire of the British 
Government to obtain water wells And 
grazing lands for tribes of British 
Somaliland, whereas the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment desired a corridor to the sea so as 
to avoid interminable difficulties with the 
French over the Franco-EihiopiaU Railway, 
These negotiations have failed. Oyer 
strenuous objection by the Ethiopian 
Government. the British Government 
referred these highly secret negotiations fo 
the French, with the result that all possi¬ 
bility of a corridor to the sea had to be 
abandoned, the French basing their objec¬ 
tion on the highly invidious Anglo-l rench- 
Ualian Treaty of 1906, and the British 
Government insisting upon the necessity of 
recognising a French claim resulting from 
that so-called treaty. In addition, the 
British Government stated that any terri¬ 
torial exchange would require a plebiscite. 

In view of these difficulties and of the 
unfortunate experiences of the Sinclair 
Petroleum Company in carrying on 
prospecting operations in those areas 
remaining under British control, notwith¬ 
standing the provisions contained in an 
exchange of notes appended to (hi Agree¬ 
ment of 1944. in view, further, of the fact 
that the Ethiopian Government have now 
waited more than eight years to complete 
negotiations on this subject and of the fact 
that the British Government had raised 
difficulties in respect to every formula 
proposed, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
both verbally and by Note of 13 May, 1954, 
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indicated that the only remaining solution 
was the one to be sought along the lines of 
the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1897. 

Similar delays have been encountered in 
respect of the negotiation of a general treaty 
to replace the temporary war-time Agree¬ 
ment of 1944, After wailing lor two years, 
following the close of the war, the Ethiopian 
Government submitted to the British 
Government a draft proposal Article 16 
thereof provided for the return of the 
Ogaden, which Ethiopia has insisted must 
be a sine qua non of any treaty negotiation. 
However, more than three years elapsed 
before any response was forthcoming from 
the British Government. The British pro¬ 
posal* when finally submitted at the end of 
1950, was very short and drafted in very 
general terms, and apart from leaving aside 
many subjects covered in the Ethiopian 
proposal, provided nothing whatsoever on 
the solution of die problem of the Ogaden.. 
In the meantime, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs constantly pressed for action by (he 
Britisli Government cm the treaty proposals 
and profited by his presence in London at 
various times during the years 1948 and 1949 
personally to intervene to that end. 
Notwithstanding these efforts. Ethiopia was 
obliged to wait more than two years before 
the promised annexes were forthcoming. 
These were immediately examined by the 
appropriate Ethiopian authorities, who are 


still awaiting replies to their comments from 
the British Government. It was only after 
an additional delay of three years that 
another text of a Basic Agreement was 
submitted—only a few weeks before His 
Imperial Majesty's departure for the United 
States of America. This Agreement 
followed closely the earlier incomplete pro¬ 
posals submitted at the end of 3950 and, in 
particular, provided nothing whatsoever on 
the question of the Ggaden, This last draft 
treaty Was promptly considered by the 
Ethiopian Government, notwithstanding 
the many preoccupations incident to His 
Imperial Majesty's trip to America, and it 
is still receiving active consideration. 

In view of the protracted delays involved 
iii the negotiations on the Ogaden as well 
us on a treaty to replace an agreement 
which, by its terms, was designed to meet 
certain war-time exigencies only* and in view 
of the impossibility of reaching any satis¬ 
factory basis for negotiation for the Ggaden 
other than the treaty of 1897. the Ethiopian 
Government feel that the lime has now 
come, nine years after the end of the war, 
and ten years after the signing of the war¬ 
time Agreement, to proceed at once lo the 
simultaneous settlement of the question of 
the Ogaden and of the treaty negotiations. 

August 26, 1954. 


P IOI3/29G No. 7 

WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH MILITARY ADMINISTRATION FROM 
THE RESERVED AREA OF ETHIOPIA AND THE OGADEN 

(No. 274, Secret) Foreign Office, 

(Telegraphic! December I 7 , 1954. 

An agreement has been completed between Her Majesty's Government and 
the Imperial Ethiopian Government providing for the withdrawal of British Military 
Administration from (he regions of Ethiopia known us the Reserved Area and 
the Ogaden, which lie on the borders of the Somaliland Protectorate. These areas 
are at present under British military administration by virtue of a temporary 
Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement of 1944 which provided for British Occupation of the 
territories as a wartime measure and without prejudice to underlying Ethiopian 
sovereignty. 

2. The areas concerned are Ethiopian territory by virtue of the Anglo- 
Ethlopian Treaty of 3 897, but they are in fact used mainly by nomadic tribes from 
the Somaliland Protectorate* who regularly visit the areas each year in search of 
grazing for their stock. About half the total population of Somaliland spends up 
to six months of the year in Ethiopian territory for this purpose. This position was 
recognised by the Ariglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 189? which provided that tribes on 
either side of the frontier were free lo make use of their graying areas on the other 
side. 
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1. \ tie present agreement wilh Ethiopia reaffirms (he provisions of the 1&97 

Treaty relating to grazing rights anti accords certain powers and facilities to the 
Government of the Somaliland Protectorate and to Protectorate tribes while they 
are in the areas of Ethiopia wirh which the Treaty is concerned. The facilities and 
powers conferred by the agreement are as follows: — 

lit The tribal organisation of Protectorate tribes consisting of local authorities 
(Akita}, Tribe Police (IIIaloes) and Elders, will continue to function while 
the tribes are in the areas of Ethiopia concerned and will have the 
responsibility oi maintaining law and order among the Protectorate 
tribes. 

lib Protectorate tribes may be given instructions on tribal matters by the 
Government of the Somaliland Protectorate. 

liiil The Protectorate tribal police will have powers of arrest among 
Protectorate tribes and cases amongst the tribes will be taken back to 
the Protectorate for trial. 

riv) There will be a British liaison officer with the necessary staff appointed by 
the Government of the Somaliland Protectorate who may accompany 
the tribes and will be consulted by the Ethiopian authorities in the 
conduct of thuir relation with the tribes. The liaison officer will transmit 
to the tribes the instructions of (he Protectorate Government on tribal 
mailers. 

tv) The Protectorate Government is allowed to provide certain social services 
for Protectorate tribes. 

4. The Agreement provides that reciprocal facilities and powers be accorded 
to the Ethiopian Government in respect to any areas of (he Somaliland Protectorate 
used by Ethiopian tribes in accordance with Eheir grazing rights under (he 1897 
Treaty. 

5. The agreement is to remain in force for fifteen years and may continue in 
farce thereafter unless notice of termination is given by cither side. 

6. The agreement was signed in London an November 29, but is not being 
made public until January 5, 195?. although a week’s advance information is being 
given to the Italian and French Governments in view of possible repercussions in 
Mogadishu and DjtbutL The agreement may be criticised by Somali opinion both 
in the Somaliland Protectorate and elsewhere because Somalis generally regard the 
Reserved Area and Ogaden as_ Somali territory and are likely to resent (he return 
of the areas to Ethiopian administration. The United Kingdom may come under 
criticism for perpetual ins another division of (he Somali peoples between foreign 
powers and be accused of pursuing a policy of “ divide-and-rule." 

7. After (he agreement has been made public on January 5, 1955, you may 
use material in paragraphs 1-3 above at your discretion. IS' the agreement is 
criticised on the grounds that it is a surrender of Somali territory to Ethiopia you 
should stress: — 

ftf) That the Reserved Area and the Ogaden are Ethiopian territory by virtue 
of the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1897 and that the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment is fully cn(itled to exercise its sovereignty over these areas under 
international law, 

( h) Our occupation of the areas has been purely temporary under a wartime 
agreement of 1944. which the Ethiopian Government has been at liberty 
to terminate at any time at three months' notice. 

(c) The new agreement confers on the Somaliland Government certain 
important powers and facilities in the areas from which British Military 
Administration is being withdrawn and the agreement goes a long way 
towards safeguarding the position of Somali tribes under British 
protection while they are in Ethiopian territory, 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA 

Mr. Husk to Mr , Eden, {Received March 31/ 


(No. 54. Confidential) Addis Ababa. 
Sir, March 23 1954 

I have the honour to submit the annual 
report on personalities in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea for 1953. 

! have, &e. 

D. L. BUSK, 


Enclosure 

Index 

Ethiopia 

1. H-1.M. the Emperor Haile Selassie 1. G.C.B., 

G.C.M.G,, LL.D 

2. H.I.H. Marid&zmacb A%fa Wassan Haite 

Selj^sic. O CA O., G.B.E. 

3 . H ER Prince Makonoen Haile Selu&c. 

4. HXH. Prince Sable Selassie, 

5 . R;is Ababa Aragii. 

6 . Colonel Abebe Kebetkv 

7. Aeo Abebe Retla, 

R, Elrt^adier-Gencral Abivyc Ababa 
9. Ra.s Adafri.sau 
U). AlO Akaki Wnrq Hatnc Wold- 

11. Ato Akltbu Hahte Wold. 

12. Dejar.madt Amaha Abemt Ka&sa. 

13. Colonel AScfa Aytnc. 

14. Ato Attub Mikael Desssalecnc. 

15. Lij AraU Ababa, 

16. Brigadier-General As fan Wolde Glorgis. 

17. Dcjasnach Asrau; I Mad hin) Kassa. 

3 8. Biiwaded Aodargacha^ (And&rgaj) Massayi 
[ 9. Blatta Ayclla Gabre. 

20. Abu ria Basilios. 

21. Blatla Dawii Ogbapy. 

22 . Cblonel Emmanuel Andom. 

23. Ato Emmanuel Abraham- 

24. Bla.ua Ephraim Te#bldc-Mtdhsri, 

25. Ato Gabre Muscat RefUcezy. 

26. Dcjiizmach Ganuu Duki, 

27. Ato t‘ijsli3ii Zcillak:!. 

28. Ato Getafruri TassM&a, 

29. Dcjazmadh Hail Selassie Guttsa. 

3U. Ra?, Hailu Baku. 

31. Abba Hanna- 

32. Ato Haddis Alcfna you. 

33. H.H. R;is litSTil Haile Selassie. C.B.E 

34. Lij Imm Zellckc. 

35. Lij Indolkachiiu Makomten, 

36. Deiattmach Kabbada Tassama. 

37. H.H, Ras Kassa {Hail ill E>arge. GCV.O, 

G B E, 

38. Fitmiruri KiFk Dadi 

39. Colonel Rifle Ergetij, 

40. BEaUa Ktdaoc Mariam. 

41. Balambaras Mahteme Selassie Wiildu Masknl. 

42. Colonel Makcnncn Deneke 

43. Dejazjuach Makonnen Desta. 

44. Ato Mikonneo IfabEe Wold, 
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45. HctuadcJ Miikonnen ludllkachaw. O.B.H, 

46. DejaKEtruieh Myng&sha Sc yum. 

47. Dcjazmadi Mumgu.iha Wubie. 

48. Dojazmach Mtsfin Gemcch. 

49. Dtjazmach Masfin Silastii. 

50. Ato Mcnassa Lemma. 

5:. Aeo Mtobere Vayehirad. 

52. Lij Menelik Ya.su. 

53.. Lii Mikael Imru 

54. fJrjpdicr-Geiicral Mered Mangasha. 

55 Biatta Mersic Kajen WaJda Kirkos, 

56. lirijEadier-Gcneral MuLugcEa Bulli. 

57. BiEwoded Nagusb I'Kabbada'i Basabih. 

58. Cotorvet Necga HatL- SelasJfie. 

59. Aio Serequc Botan Gabre Egziabher, 
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64. Ato Tkkk Rom. 
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67. Colonel Ted la Makonnen. 

6S. Abtma TheophrlOh, 

t» l >. Tsahafi Tbi'az Walda Giorgi-, Waltfa Yohanniis. 

70. BlaiLj Firfe Sbumie. 

71. Colonel Wakjiru Serda, 

72. CoIcMicl Wascn Hailu Kabbada. 

73. Colonel Woldc Selassie Bcneke. 

74. Colonel Yakob Gabre Lenl, 

75. Colonel Yasu Mangaiha, 

76. Lij Yilma DtfWM,, 

77. Major Yohances Abdu, 

78. Afj Negus Zaude Ayclla. 

79. Blatta Zander Boh inch. 

80. Ato Zaude Gabre Hcywot. 

81. Dcjazmadi Z^udc t’ijbrc Setn^ac, 

Fonfgners 

82. Mr, Albert Henry Ganelson. 

53. Count Carl Gus4av von Rosen 

84. Mr. Walter H. Rqzell 

85. Xte. JoUn Hatha,way Spencer. 

Eritrea 

86. Hazigot Abbai, 

87. Dfdjach Hassan AEe, 

8S, Dedja^mach Tcdla Bairu, 

89, Dejaeh Bemo Bgrachi, 

9U. A io Fc&iahazion H;nle. 
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96. I bra in hi Sultan. 
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99. Woldeab WoldcTnariam, 

100. Dr. H Dtcmkio, 
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Glossary 

(«> Titles o $ milirary origin : 

Maridazmich: Ancient title of the chiefs of 
Shoa, Jin* borne. by the Crown Prince. 

Ras: Marshak While it may still have this 
meaning in war-time, a closer British equiva¬ 
lent would be "Duke’ 1 or ' Marquis, 

DejaKFuaeh: Again a military title—General, 

in civil life possibly “ Earl." 

Fitaui-arj: (possibly] “ Baron." (Originally 
approximately -s Lieutenant-General.) 

Kcnyasmach; inferior in rank to Fiiaurari; a 
title usually given to sub-governors in the 
provinces. 

{ b } Religious and Legal titles : 

Amina; Archbishop 

fcliegc: Chief Prior. 

Abba: Father, 

Afa Negus: Chief Justice. 

If} Civilian Title*' 

Bitwoded tliL " beloved ”1. roughly equivalent 
to Privy Council lor. 

Tsahali tiizoz: Privy Seal. 

Li): Honourable. 

K.imiba: Mayor 

BSalG: Dr. 

Bulambaras: old junior police title, now given 
to minor provincial functionaries. 

A to: Mr. 

Woizero: Lady. 


I. JI.LAI. the Emperor Haile Sda^ie I. G.C.8., 
G.C,M tL LL.D* 

Bom in 1891- He is the son of the late Ras 
Ma tonne n. the enlightened Governor of Harar. who 
was (he grandson of liable Selassie. King of Shoa, 
and thus" a first cousin to the Emperor Menctik. 
Ras MukonocEi cterdsed considerable in Hue net: for 
good over the latter. Tbc Emperor's wile, Woizero 
fttanen. is a crandaughter of King Mikael of \Volk>* 
and is thus the step-niece of the deposed Lij Yiisu. 
After his father's death in 1907 Ra* Vaffari fas he 
then w.dvi was appointed Governor of Sidairio. After 
The Emperor Mere'ik's death he was given the 
governorship of Harar. which post he kept until 
3916. After the deposition of Lij Yasu in that year* 
he was selected as hrir to tne throne and Reger I. 
[he choice E a litilc hard to understand, since Has 
Kasso uni Dejazmach Taya are descendants of King 
Sable Selassie in the senior line, but it is thought 
that the -’election, in which the laic Fitauran Hapta 
Gki-TfL’,. then Minister of War. had the biggest say, 
was prompted by the desire to find someone 
immediately at hand who would be pleasing to the 
foreign legation* anti ml too powerful a personality 
in the country, and who could thus be kept under 
the control of the big chiefs. 

fn September 192 8 dissension between rhe 
Empress and the Regent became serious enough for 
it io ho thought at one moment that hostilities might 
break out between their respective parties, but the 
dfttouawnl was both peaceful and significant. On 
or about 26th Sepiember the: Empress bestowed 
upon Rus 1 afliirt the title of King (Negus> and he 
w.is crowned. King on 7th October. 

On (he Empress Zaudim's death at ihc beginning 
of April I9.11.}. Kina Taffari was At once proclaimed 
Emperor and shortly afterwards assumed the Cillc of 
Haile Selassie I. 

After his appointment as Regent in 1916 he 
identified himself with the cause of progress, bui 
during the Empress's lifetime always found himself 
faced with powerful opposition from herself and her 


conservative adherents. Nevertheless, by gradually 
strenfitnemng Bis position as opportunity occurred, 
he had already succeeded in mating a beginning with 
reforms even Wore in the military sphere. He wav 
handicapped, of course, by the cm cargo placed upon 
ihe importation of arms ny the British. French and 
Italian Governments. Nevertheless, he introduced 
a Belgian Military Mission to start the training ol 
the Ethiopian army, created the demenB ol an air 
service, and took in hand the question of the 
country's communications. 

In July 1931 he proclaimed a Constitution and in 
November 195 2 he inaugurated the first session of 
Parliament. 

He directed his armies and look a personal part 
m Lite war with Italy from October L9J5 until May 
HJifi, At the beginning of May. however, following 
on the defeat of his farces on the northern front, 
he renounced the direction of affairs, and on 2nd 
May left Addis Abaha fin Jerusalem, where lie was 
given sanctuary. From there he proceeded to 
England, where he arrived on 3rd June He visited 
Geneva the same month for the Assembly •> the 
League of Nations, but afterwards remained, with 
the members of his family and certain faithful 
adherents, in the United Kingdom. 

On lulj\ declaration o; war against Great Britain 
and France in June 1940 the Emperor travelled by 
an to the Sudan, crossed the border into Ethiopia 
at Umm Idla on 21-1 January, 1943, and re-entered 
Addis Ababa on 5th May. the anniversary of the 
entry of the Italians into the capital in 1936. 

Since his return his rifgrme ha* incurred a certain 
unpopularity. Surrounded by a clique of reaction¬ 
ary, seif-seeking and often corrupt Ministers 
In- and. more particularly, his family are by no 
means free from mint. In 1947 there was an 
unsuccessful plot to remote sortie of his more 
obnoxious Ministers, notably the Minister of the 
Pen. but the plot which was discovered in July 
1951 was directed primarily against himself \> ':)tlc 
it is certain that the conspirators would not have 
been able to set up an alternative regime enjoying 
any degree of public '.upper.;, the 1 act remains that 
the Emperor no longer enjoys the unquestioning 
demotion of all his subjects and that he cannot for 
ever shelter behind the screen of an unpopular 
Government. Except where his own political and 
commercial interest arc threatened, however, lie 
Still adequately fulfils the role of a bencvoteni 
despot and appears to be genuinely devoted to the 
welfare and progress of his people. He has m#dv 
great strides in ihe promotion of education, so much 
so that he is creating a force which sooner or later 
will be its danger of undermining his regime: and he 
is sincerelj anxious to develop Lite economic 
resources of Ethiopia for the benefit of his people 
as well as of himself- His character, in fact, is a 
stranee mixture of good and bad qualities. Devoutly 
religious, he can behave with ruthlessiteas on occa¬ 
sion. vet he has shown remarkable humanity in his 
treatment of those who deserted ip ihe enemy during 
the Italian invasion and who have plotted against him 
since: at times disinterestedly generous. Ik is often 
acquisitive lo (he point of rapacity: instinctively 
liberal and progressive, lie lias surrounded himself 
with some of the most conservative and oppressive 
elements in his realm -and these, in time, may prove 
his undoing 

He speaks French and English with reasonable 
fluency and considerable inaccuracy. 

He has reectillv shown himself to lw verv ncccs- 
s\bli to the British Embassy and at regular intervals 
has asked Her Majesty's Ambassador to sec him 
titane instead of in formal audience at which others 
are present. This is invaluable when delicate matters 
are to Ik discussed and it is an honour not accorded 
as far as is known to any other foreign represcniuiivc. 


The influence of the Crown Prince has, been moil 
helpful in securing this privilege, winch must of 
course be used sparingly. 

Tnc Emperor nu* several British decorations. He 
was given the G.C.M.G. on his appointment as heir 
apparent in ]91ti, the G.C.tt. and tne degree of LL,I>, 
during a visit paid to England in 1924* a ad ihe chain 
of the Royal Victorian Order on the occasion of (he 
Duke of Gloucester's mission to Abyssinia in 
November 1930. 

2 , 11 * 1 . It, Maridftzniach Atfa VV«m« Haile Sdwtlt^ 
G.CV.O., G.B.E. 

Crown Prince of Ethiopia. The eldest son of the 
Emperor, born in 1916. at the time of the revolution 
which ended in the dethronement of Li) Yasu. As 
a baby he was kepi for sis months uL the British 
Legation to prevent his falling inn- the hands of Lij 
Ynsu. Speaks English and French. He was given 
the G.C V-D on the occasion of the Duke of 
Gloucester's mission to Ethiopia in November I9M. 

In February 1931 he was formally appointed heir 
apparent and given the ancient Shoan title of 
Maridaxenach, together with the Provinces of Sho;i 
and Wollo (with the exception of Ankobcrk He took 
over charge of his province with headquarters at 
Derail? in January 1933. 

Eta December E93I he went on an official visit to 
Egypt, Franc;, England. Italy and Germany to 
return thanks foi the official missions sent by those 
countries on the occasion of his father's coronation, 
He was absent for two and a half mouths. On his 
return he was married to the widowed daughter of 
Ras Scymnn. who had two children by her marriage; 
with the lits Dijazm&cb Gabrc Selassie, She bare 
him one daughter. They were later separated and 
in 1945 his father reluctantly agreed to n divorce. 
A month later he married Lhe eldest daughter of 
ihe laic Dejaimach Ababa Dam taw, by whom he 
has had two (laughters und A SOU. born in 1949, 1950 
and 1953 respectively. The Princess has an 
attractive personality and speaks excellent French 
and very fair English. 

During lira Italic Ethiopian War he was in Addis 
Ababa as representative of the Emperor while the 
latter wiv on the northern front, and in May 1936 
accompanied the Emperor to England, where he 
continued Ins education, lie joined the Emperor ;ri 
Khartum and accompanied him over the Euvrdcr into 
Ethiopia in January EM I He returned to Khartum 
and. after qualifying ai the Ethiopian Officers' 
Training School, he was commissioned in the 
Ethiopian armv In April. 1941 he flew- from Roseires 
to Debra Markos to rejoin the Emperor. In Novem¬ 
ber 1941. as representative of the Emperor, he 
entered Gondar oa its capture from the Italians. 

He was then, whik j.till remaining Governor- 
General of Wollo, appointed Acting Governor- 
General of Beecmdir, relinquishing the latter post in 
May 1944 to R;iv Iniru fq.v.l. who became Govcroor- 
Gcniaml with his real at Gondar, 

In 3 947 die Emperor, prompted by doubts as to 
his altitude towards ihe conspirators of that year, 
recalled him to Addis Ababa, and for some years 
thereafter he was kept under discreet supervision. 
Nevertheless his position had become difficult inas¬ 
much as he had Hkcottic the natural though, possibly, 
unwilling rallying point of rUscoiitemed elements: anj 
this probably accounts for the fact rhat for -some time 
be rook as little part as fie could in Ideal politics. 

Recently, however* it would reem that the 
Emperor's suspicions huvu diminished and he seems 
to be playing a more prominent, if still discreet role. 
He has been taken into confidence by his father, who 
discusses wiEh him daily the affairs of state. 

He is neither a strong character nor pariicularly 
dever, hut he is serious-minded and has a rcpuiu- 
tion relative honesty. Although himself a poor 
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frtfmiai&rtBtor. he would like to see the countrv 
efficiently administered ami to x that reason woued 
welcome an ujercave -of Briiisti intlucitce in 
Ethiopia. He is cmremely friendly to the British 
Embassy and always accessible. He has oll-n helped 
ikv by acting as an intermediary with the Emperor 
on delicate matters. He represented the Emperor at 
the Coronation of Her Majesty The Queen, 

1. HJ.H, Prince Mukonncn Haile Sdavsk, Duke *1 
HifW 

Born in 19Z1. the second son of ihe Emperor. 
Speaks English and French. He accompanied the 
Empress on her vital to Egypt and Palestine in 
1933 mid on hi* return was made Duke of Ha ear, 
During ihe IlaJo-Ethiopian War he accornpanted 
his father to the northern front and went with him 
when he left for England. Continuing his cduc.inon 
In England he went to Sl Christopher^,. Bath, and 
Wellington College. In June 1940 he acciympsmed 
ihe Emperor to Khartum. He was commissioned 
in the Ethiopian army after qualifying us a cadet in 
chi Ethiopian Officers' Training School at Soba 
Camp. Khartum, In January 1941 crossed the 
border with the Eimpcror into Ethiopia, He Mien, 
however returned to Khartum to complete his 
military training. In April 1941 he iravclled by air 
from Roseires ti.i Debra Murkos, there rejoining the 
Emperor, and later returned to Harar as Governor- 
General nf that province. In February he was 
married by his parents to Woizero Sara Gimo. grand¬ 
daughter of the laic Dejazmadi Abwra* one-time 
Governor of Rasyi, of an old Tigrean family, hi 
August, 1947 a son was bom, providing the Emperor 
with Inis first grandson in the male line, and a second 
son in January 1 

Despite W\s he still unprassei a friendly 
and fairly intelligent schoolboy whose interests lie 
rather in"things mechanical and commt-rciaj than in 
administration of his province, w hich is largely 
citried otfi by (he Vice-Governor. He is .supposed 
lo be the favourite of his father and i, devoted to 
his elder brother the Crown Prince Lf.v.I. Of s weak 
and immature character. Sic tends to l:art on his 
friends qf the rooment* with uneven results. His 
commercial activities, frequently of a none too 
reputable nature, and riiore oftrn than not ending 
in failure, have done much to lawsr his prestige. 

He bus. however, considerable charm of manner 
and has shown himself very approachable to this 
Embarav He is happiest when travelling abroad. 

The Prince® now speaks some English but she 
is very shy and i* socially heavy in the hand, 

4, lil.fi Prince Sufik- ScLivie 

Horn in 1930. ihe third son of the Fmperor, 
Educated somewhat haphazardly in England, he 
just succeeded in getting into Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity, where he distinguished himself mainly by his 
extravagance. He returned to Ethiopia in 1951 
but does not >eem to have any serious work to do, 
irresponsible, ill-mannered and unattractive both 
in appearance and personality. Speaks good English. 

Entertains foreigners occasionally with uuenruxted 
aplomb U sUiroundod bv a (.mall clique of very 
young *ttid Western:-educated compatriots; these 
appear irresponsible to a decree. 

5. Ruv Ahnbu Aragai 

Fkirn about 1905, son of Afa negus Arucui and 
grandson, on his motherT vide, of Rus Gobanu* one 
of McncfikN generaLs. Before the Italian occupalion 
he was chief of the Addis Ababa police. He never 
submitted to the Halianv and was ihe chief patriot 
leader in Shoa. He was made ” Ras h by (he 
people and this title was confirmed by the Emperor 
ufnin his entry into Asldis j'Vbaba, At that lime he 
was also made Govern Or of Acidic Ababa In 
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October 194 E he was appointed Governor of Sidaroo, 
and pH February 3 942 was made Minister of War, 
When rebellion broke out m Tigrai in lhe autumn 
of |94] he was sn supreme eOmmSdsf of Hie military 
operations which suppressed the revolt with the 
head of the British Military Mission to Ethiopia as 
his adviser. He showed himself to be a brave soldier 
and fine leader, but lacking any administrative 
qualities, in which he is not interested* "I he 
campaign exposed great weakness in die admimsiri- 
tivc- side of the Emperor's territorial army. 

After the suppression of the I igrai revolt he 
acted as Governor-General of the Province until the 
reappointment to tfoac post of Ras Seyum tq.v.) in 
1947, when he rcassumed hi^ post as Minister of 
War. In the meantime he had aliened himself with 
the Opposition pans but, possibly out of a revulsion 
of loyally to the Emperor, turned informer shortly 
aftirr hi : return to Addis Ababa and threw* m his lot 
with the Minister of the Pen, His reward for so 
doing was to be raised in precedence ov er ail other 
Ministers including the Prime Minister. In July 
1949 h? exchanged his portfolio as Minister of War 
for that of Minister of the Interior, previously held 
by the Minister of the Pen. In hri new capacity 
he played an important part m the suppression of 
the revolt in Goj.iam in 1950 
A dignified and impressive nature, never seen out 
of uniform, his prestige h considerable, particularly 
in the provinces where he wields t great influence 
With the older generation of officials, who respect 
him for his birth and patriot record* even though his 
administrative ability is negligible. He has never set 
foot outside Ethiopia and speaks no language other 
than Amharic. 


ft, Cplafk.-! xVbelPv Kcbtdv 

Born in l 1 * If' and trained at the Cadet College at 
Hollauii. Subsequently served in infantry and has 
passed u Stuff course ' He has had no active service 
ex-perience arid was an Italian interpreter in 
L940-4J, 

He ipfiiks good English and Italian. ^ IlLv present 
appointment is Director-General 'G* Branch at 
the Ministry of War. 

He is friendly and cooperative, and probably 
reasonably efficient. 


7, Ato A be be Lie«u 

Born in 1908 and educated at the Swedish Mission 
School in Addis Ababa. He was trained as a 
debtira (scribcii in the Ethiopian Church. i.Jler he 
was, vent to Scotland and studied at the Bible 
Tr ■ 'ring Institute in Glasgow He speaks fluent 
English. In 1932 he was a school-teacher at the 
Swedish Mission in Addis Ababa. In 1937 he 
joined ihe Emperor^ household at Bath, and in 
November 194? wus appointed counsellor at the 
Ethiopian Legation in London. He returned, to 
Ethiopia in June 19*15 and an February 1946 was 
appointed \ ice ■Minister of Health Became more 
and more deeply involved in the corruption of that 
Ministry, ihough the more charitable maintained 
that he was being hoodwinked by !u> Director- 
General. In ihe summer of 1948 he was appointed 
as Ethiopian Minister in London, and he proceeded 
i o his post in October. Accredited :i- M in Liter to 
Norway in Mtn 1949. In October 1949 he presented 
his letters ls'E thiopian Ambassador in London. 
He has I Lille administrative capacity and owes his 
position and any other posit ton he may till in the 
future to hi* loyalty to the Emperor and friendship 
to his family and possibly also to his excellent 
relation* with the Kassa family He has a pleasant 
manner and is not markedly anti-foreign of sitlti- 
British. He is Unmarried. 


S, Brigadicr-GLAtnil A bit ye A bah a 

Born about 1918, the son of Llkamaquas Ababa, 
who rendered great services to the Emperor at the 
battle of Sagale T fought against the deposed Li) Yasu 
and hiv father Negus Mikael of Wollo. LAjmaijLus 
Ababa lost his life in (he battle and Abiyye has 
therefore always been a protege Of the Emperor, 
He was trained ai the Officers' Training School, 
Holatta. He accompanied the Emperor to England 
in 1936. He returned to the Sudan with i.he Grown 
Prince in October 1940, entered the O.T.S^ Khartum, 
arid entered Addis Ababa as A.D.C, to the Emperor. 
On 2Gth April. 1942. he was married to Princess 
Tsahai. youngest daughter of the Emperor, who died 
titer in 1942- \ppointed Governor of the Province 
of Walkga* where his administration was popular 
and efficient, Relinquished this appointment in 
September 3 94? and Was a (tidied to ihe Ministry 
of War, where he acted in easy-going fashion as 
Minister during the absence of Has Ababa Aragai 
in Tigrai, Promoted brigadier-genera l to command 
the 1st Division in Addis Ababa in June 1946. In 
I946 married the European-educated daughter of 
the late Dejuzmaeh Marital, former Governor- 
General of Harar and commander of the southern 
armies against the Italians its 19]?. In July 1949. 
on the transfer of Rns Ababa to the Ministry of 
the Interior. he was appointed .Acting Minister of 
War and in 1951 given the substantive rank of 
Minister, .Accompanied the Grown Prince on his 
visit to London for the Coronation, A shy. quiet, 
easy-going man, devoted to the Emperor. Speaks 
good' English and French. He has no real 
experience for his rant or post sod is not purtieu- 
larl) interested. His appointment is largely 
political, owing to hE relationship with the Imperial 
Family. He is not above discreetly lining his 
pocket through army contracts. He is friendly and 
j pproachable. 


9, Run \dafrisau 

Born about I88T a relative of the Emperor. At 
one lima Chief of the Imperial Guard and later 
Governor of fnamor anti Inaqcr tKambaia), He was 
always in personal attendance on the Emperor and 
rode at his side He followed the Emperor to 
Palestine in 1936, In June 1940 he was summoned 
bv the Emperor to Khartum,, crossed the border with 
him in January 194f and accompanied him to Addis 
Ababa. In May 194] he was made Governor of 
Kanibata. and in April 1947 appointed Governor- 
General of the Province of Sid a mo and. promoted to 
the rank of “ Ras." 

Ev completely senile and is iww almost always in 
Addis ,-Yh.ib i instead of at his provincial head¬ 
quarters. 


10, Vlti kkulu Worq Habit Wold 

Born in 1908 and educated in Ethiopia, Speaks 
some English and t of French. He is u brother of 
Ala Mukonnen Habtc Wold. Munster of Finance, 
and of Ato Aklilou H.ibic WoW, Minister for 
Foretgn Vif.urs En 194.. ha wus appointed Director 
of the Municipal iry of Addis Aba ha and in January 
1943 became DireeiorCiericrnl of the Ministry of tlia 
Pen. In June 1947 he was appiri cried Director- 
General of Education, and in July 1949 promoted to 
Vice-Minister of Editration, the Emperor himself 
retaining the portfolio oi Minister. He Has neither 
the influence of his brother Makonnen nor the 
ability of his brother Akrilou. At me lime he was 
somewhat anti-British and t he British Council 
Ton ltd him ut»d> operative. But as a result of a 
visit to Uganda in 1949 he has since adopted a much 
more friendly attitude and k approachable. 


11* Ato Attiitou tJubtc Wulit 

Born in I9J4. brother ol Makounen Habte Wold 
and Ah: ala Worq Habte Wold (;/. i',J r Educated 
at the Mcnciik School iri Addis Ababa, and ill 
France, where he had some legal training. Speaks 
excel tent French and enough' English for social 
purposes, Worked lor some years at the legation in 
Fans, where he was charge d'affaires at the time of 
the German occupation in 1940, Returned to Ethiopia 
in April 1942. Appointed Vice-Minister m the 
Ministry of the Pen in November 1942, and was on 
almost every commission of enquiry instituted by the 
Ethiopian Government, which speaks well for his 
ability. Appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign Affaire 
in October 1943. Is intelligent, quick-witted and 
more a man of the world than most of his colleagues. 
Is given greater responsibility by the Em pc for than 
was his predecessor at the Ministry, Hud he and 
Mr, Spencer (ty.vj have between them made Foreign 
Affairs the most competent of the Ministries at 
present, 

Since the end of the war he has spent much of 
his time abroad- In 1945 he went to San Francisco 
ns a member of the Ethiopian Delegation and has 
attended every session of the Lulled Nations 
General Assembly. I’he fact that in December 
1950 the latter passed a resolution on Eritrea 
moderately favourable to Ethiopia i.i due in large 
measure to his shrewdness and. tact, and it was 
doubtless in recognition ai his services in the inter¬ 
national sphere iliat be was given the substantive 
rank of Minister for Foreign Affairs in July E9 j 9, 
Although a supporter of the Minister of the Ren. he 
has steadfastly refused to become embroiled in 
domestic politics. He is one of the few Ministers 
who hi!vc any grasp of world affairs and with whom 
it is possible to conduct business on European 
lines. Unfortunately, his official duties and ill- 
health have in the past kcpL him away from the 
capital for long periods and his subordinate officials 
do not shore his undoubted qualities, He is also 
undoubtedly lazy. Unmarried, but maintains a 
discreet Ifairon with a French lady brig resident in 
Addis Ababa. 


!2. DiLiumach A malm Aberra Kassa 

r Barn in 1926. the son of Dclazmach Aherta 
Kassa. one of the three sons of Ras Kassu (.y.v.J 
murdered by ilse Italian* in 1936. He is «f doubly 
royal lineage, his maternal grandfather being Ra's 
Seyuni and h a potential claimam to the 

Inineri.il Throne. 

Educated fim in Palestine and later, after a spell 
■ it the Hnite Selassie Secondary School at Addis 
Ababa, at Malvern College and Brasenosc College, 
Oxford, where he graduated in 1951. He returned 
Sn Ethiopia late: 6hm year and in J952 was given 
the rank of Dcjazmadt, heina; appointed at the 
same time an adviser in the Ministry of the Interior 
and Governor of Sable, part of Rus Kassa's 
hereditary domains. 

A pleasant and friendly voung man, who will no 
doubt rise to great heights in (he future, his 
idministrativc and other abilities have not yet 
been nut to the test. Speaks good English and 
French and give-v promise of being a valuable pm- 
fifflivh dement. 


13, Colonel Asefa Avene 

^ Fiom in 1918. Trained at the Cadet College at 
Hollctla and subsequently served in infantrv.' He 
^ no record of war service and wus a civilian in 
1940—41. He is the senior Ethiopian officer with 
he Imperial Ethiopian Air Force, to which be has. 
recri seconded for some years now. and is a com- 
t^tent pilot. 


He ipeaks bom English'and French well. Ht has 
a rather shifty manner but this does not really do 
him justice. Appear* to dislike Americans and is 
quite friendly and forthcoming to the Bnlish. 

14, Alu Amdc Mikael Dessak'gne 

Bom in 1912 and educated at the Mcndik School 
its Addis Ababa. He speak* fluent French and 
Italian and quite good Engtjsh. Before the occupa¬ 
tion lie was a teacher in the Imperial household, 
During the occupation he was employed by the 
Italians in their priming and propaganda section, 
and w&i ultimately given the title of cavalliere. a 
fact he is, still trying to live down. He continued in 
the same work after the liberation, and in July 1943 
was made Censor of Public Entertainments, In 
1945 he was put in charge of the local newspapers 
(all published by the Press and Information Depart¬ 
ment), an J. he succeeded to the post of Director- 
Genera] when A to Screqe fterhat! was ^eml to 
Jerusalem in June 1947, Although after early in 
19-13, he was under the unofficial control of Ato 
Makonnen Hubte Wold (g.v.J, tile innumerable 
rc*ponvibflisiei of the latter left him a relatively 
free hand in the administration of his office. In 
March 195] he was appointed Liaison Officer to the 
British Administration in Asmara in succession to 
Colonel Ntggs_ fq.r.J. He was helpful in this post 
and was prominent in the focal sports association. 
Intelligent and agreeable company. His wife also 
speaks good French, After the transfer of power 
in Eritrea he reverted to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, was employed on delegations abroad and 
was later transferred to the Federal Bureau in 
Addis Ababa which deals with Eritrean Affairs. 
He has now been appointed Minister at Belgrade, 
He is regarded jjs too progressive by the Emperor 
hence his relegation to a distant post He owes his 
promotion to his wife's relationship with the Prime 
Minister. 

15, Lij Araiu Ababa 

Born in |9fl6 and educated in Ethiopia, A 
Llistum relative of live Emperor. Speaks English 
and French. In _ 193] he accompanied (he late 
Bfattcngeia Henri ithcm Minister for Foreign 
Affairsi to Japan. In 1936 he left Ethiopia and 
went [o America, w r here he remained up to the 
beginning of 1943, when he returned io liis country 
and was appointed Governor of a sim|! prtivincc to 
the north of Harar, In June 1945 he was appointed 
Director-General of the Customs and in ]946 wus 
sent to India os head of the Ethiopian commercial 
delegation. 3n June ]94f) he was appointed V'icc- 
Minjhter in the Prime Minister's Office and in June 
: 'M7 Vice-Minister of Posts. Telegraphs and Tele¬ 
phones, In July 1949 he attained the substantive 
rank of Minister, and early in 1950 was appointed 
Minister of Public Works, Oyict artd unassuming, 
without any outstanding qualifications. 

16, Brigadier-Gi-nonil Avfau Woldc Gicfqis 

Bom m I9fl2, educated at the Mcndik School, 
\ddj-. Ababa, and at St, Cyr, Speaks Cair French 
acid some English Was an officer in ihc Emperor's 
bodygiiaid. Foughi against the Italians in Bale 
under Dciazmach Biyinc Mcrid and Ras Desta. 
Took refuge in Britisb Somaliland and wav 
evacuated to Kenya, where be joined the British 
forces until he- transferred n.> the Emperor's body¬ 
guard at Khartum and re-entered Bhidpia from 
there in April 194], Appointed Vice-Governor 
of WoBo under the Crown Prince. Early in 1943 
tva> sent as Governor to Borana, which be 
administered until May ]946 with a Certain efficiency 
but no integrity. On occasion could be amicable 
and pleaauK to British officials, but was 
frequently annoy mg to the Kenya administration 









and the British Consul at Mega over frontier and 
unbul questions. He suppressed the Gunigi revolt 
m 1944, during which he is believed 10 hrree j^tven 
orders for the k if ling in cold blood of some of the 
prisoners. In June 1HG was promoted bngadkr- 
gcttcral and appointed to command ihe 2nd Division, 
with headquarter* at Dassie. tn April 1947 he 
acted as preside ni of the Ethiopian delegation 
appointed to discuss modifications of the Kenya- 
Eliuopkn boundary. In April 194$, when the 
3rd Division was formed, with headquarter* at 
Haimr. he was transferred there as its commander, 
and was cr officio Governor of the Ogadcn under the 
Duke of liarar. He was transferred back to Dcssie 
as Commander of the 2nd Division and (hen made 
Coventor of Gamu-Crefrt province. 

Hi* career in the army has been a rapid one. In 
February 1941 lie wa? a" platoon commander in the 
2nd Irregular Battalion under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Curie l now Her Majesty's 
Consul), who got rid of him for incompetence. He 
is a heavy drinker and become* somewhat offensive 
in his cups, He E$ inclined to be anti-British and 
■was consistently obstructive toward? the British 
Military Mission. One of the cruder Ethiopian 
personalities. 

1?. Dejs/ruarh Asrate (Madhint Kutsm 

Bom 1 91^. Fourth and only surviving Min of fta* 
K.is*a fo.vj, Before the liah> Ethiopian War was 
educated si an English mission school, Later 
accompanied his father and the Emperor to England, 
where he continued his education. Ln November 
1940 be rejoined trie Emperor in Khartum and was 
commissioned tn the Ethiopian army after qualifying 
as a cadet in Use Ethiopian Officers 1 Training School. 

After the Emperor's return he was made Governor 
of Sable Province. In October 1942 he was 
appointed Governor of Gcmdar and given the title or 
Dcjazmaeh. A year later he received the governor¬ 
ship of Begemdir. In February 1944 he married a 
ktrand-daughter of the Empress. ITIrree month* later 
was appointed GoverOOf-Gencra,] or Wollega, and 
in June 194b was transferred re be Governor-Gene nil 
of Arnssi Province. In both post.-, he showed him* 
self a keen and popular administrator. In 1952 
transferred to Gondar as Governor-General of 
Bcgcmdir Province. Accompanied the Crown 
Prince to London for the Coronation, Is j«o- 
British in Ids sculiiriKiLH sand ha? given practical 
demonstration of this by act* of great kindness to 
British visitors to his province. 

Hi. Hi ht ailed Andurgachaw (Vndantait Manvi 

Horn about (902 Was sent to France by ihe 
Emperor for education and. later became first secre¬ 
tary at the Ethiopian Legation in Paris, Upon hk 
return to Ethiopia he was made Ethiopian Consul 
at Jibuti in which capacity he remained until 193$. 
In July l l *4rt he reached Khartum from Cairo and 
was appointed by the Emperor as liaison officer at 
the Ethiopian refugee training camp in Khartum. 
In this he was unsuccessful and was transferred to 
ihc Emperor's personal staff He accompanied the 
Emperor on hi* journey through Gojjnm. When 
Prince Makonncn flew to Harar to undertake hi? 
duties there as Governor, Uj AmJargai accompanied 
him and was appointed Vice-Governor. Early in 
1942 he was nominated M Afa Musfta " (Mouth of 
ibe Prince). 

His rebTitins with the British authorities in Harar. 
thoueh unfriendly at first* Later improved He was 
dismissed from hi? post in September 1942 at the 
instance nf hi? personal enemy WokJe Chores? fo.v.) 
for alleged corruption. In July 1943 he was 
appointed Minister of Justice, and in September 
1944 married Princess Tenaaya Worq. the Emperor’s 
eldest daughter and widow of Ra* IX-sia Damiaw. 
enacting thereby a sweet revenge on Wolde Giorgis. 


who had been a rival and confident suitor. In 
January 194b wa* appointed Governor-General of 
Begcmdir Province and given die litle of Bilwaded. 

He was appointed the Emperor’s Representative in 
Eritrea upon the handover from Brush Administra¬ 
tion on September 15th. 1952, He docs not appear 
to be sufficiently experienced fur ihi^ post, which 
had undoubtedly gone to Jiis head: be has become 
very regal and" inaccessible. He spends a large 
amount of time inspecting schools and similar 
institutions and discs not appear to pay over much 
nitration to hi* more arduous duties. 

He is greatly interested in the commercial enter¬ 
prises in Eritrea, in which matters he is said to be 
acting on behalf of the Emperor as well as himself. 
He likes to be treated with considerable deference 
but has quite ;i pleasant personality and professes 
great friendship for Great Britain, He speak? Trend] 
but very little English, 

19. Walla Ayt-lla Gubn. 

Boro I $93. educated in the French Mission 
at Harar and speak - French well, After Having been 
successively director of the Dire Daw a custom? and 
■etiue director of the kddis Ababa Custom? during 
the absence in Europe of A to Gabra-Igziabher 
Francois in 1928. He was appointed in March 1929 
to he director of the Municipality of Addis Ababa, 
tn 1932 he was made chief iudge of the Special 
Court at Addis Ababa. 

Blatia Ayclla is a pleasant and not unintelligent 
man and Is friendly to European*, He speaks 
excellent Arabic and was at one time sent on a 
mission to the Imam Vahia of the Yemen. He 
submitted to the Italians immediately; after the 
occupation or Addis Ababa anti was put in charge oE 
the native courts. On 10th May. iV4| ( he was 
appointed by the Emperor Minister of Justice. In 
July 1942 was appointed Ethiopian Minister to the 
Court of Si. James and in March 1946 Vice- 
Gove mor-Gcneral of Harar Province, He has shown 
himself co-operative with Her Majesty’s Consul and 
with the Government of British Somaliland, 

20, Abutia Bavilim 

Horn about 1888, Before being made fobegc in 
February 1935 Abba Gab ns Giorgis was for two 
years head of the Ethiopian Monastery in Palestine. 
He accompanied the Emperor on his departure from 
Ethiopia in 14.16 and remained with him for some 
time in England, later returning to Palestine, In 
June 194ii he joined the a mperor in the Sudan and 
accompanied him throughout the journey from 
Khartum to Add is Ababa In ilic absence of a 
constitutionally appointed archbishop, khege Gulvra 
Giorgis was for more than a year after the 
Emperor’s return acting bead of the Ethiopian 
Church. In the summer of 1948 agreement was 
retched between the Ethiopian Church and the 
Patriarchate of Alexandria over their outstanding 
differences, and the Ichege was one of the four 
Ethiopian ecclesiastics who in July want to Egypi 
and were consecrated bishops. He was appointed to 
the See of Shoa and took the name of Abuna 
Bavilios. In January 1951 he was consecrated 
Archbishop of Ethiopia in succession to A buna 
Oucritlos who died in the autumn of 1950, thus 
becoming ihe lira Ethiopian Primate of the 
Ethiopian Church. 

21* Hlatra Diwit Ogbtgiy 

Hnrn i ei 190?. Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School. Asmara, Talari Makootren School. Addis 
Ababa and the American University, Beirut, Speaks 
English, French. Italian and Arabic. 

Upon his return from Beirut in i930 he was made 
Administrator of the Tafari Makonnen School. 
During the Italo-EthirtpGn war he became Secretary 
io (he Emperor and accompanied him to the 
Northern Front, After (lie departure of the 


Emperor, he was imprisoned by the Indians hut 
later released and given work at the Comrmssariaio 
until the Briilsh occupation. Appointed Director to 
die Governor of Addis Ababa in May 1941, In 
June 1945 lie was appointed to be Director of the 
Harar Province. In June 1946 he was appointed to 
be Governor of Adwa district and was made Elbtta. 
tn June 1947 he resigned. 

He was made a member of the- Ethiopian Delega¬ 
tion to UNO, in September 1949. ].n Sep ion her 

1950 he was appointed Ethiopian Minister to Brazil. 
He returned to Ethiopia in June 1952, In July 1952 
he was appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Unwilling to take responsibility in mailers of gre-fit 
importance, bul m day-to-day administrative 
questions hi lias showed himself effective and 
pleasant to deal with. Iks an abnormally bfiKid 
outlook for an Ethiopian, 

22* (Tolunel Fman lic I Andfim 

Born in 1920, trained at Cadet Colleges Khartum 
and HoHciej. and subsequently served in infantry. 
He has h.iJ no acio^ service experience and was a 
refugee in Khartum in ]94CME He passed the 
Staff College, Cantbertey. course in 1948, and 
commanded (he first Ethiopian contingent in Korea. 
but was recalled before seeing any active service. 

He is a very Westernised, intelligent mam but a 
rather weak character* who undoubtedly has a 
future if he cue keep out of trouble, He speaks 
English,, French and Arabic fluently, 

23. Atu Firnminuel Abraham 

Born in 1913 m Lckcmti of Galla parent?, 
educated at I he Tafuri Makonncn School. Addis 
Ababa. Speaks fluent English and fair French. 
Headmaster of a large Government school at Asba 
'Jafari. directed h> Dr. Martin, In 1935 he accoiri- 
panted E>r. Martin to London and worked as private 
secretary in the legation. Returned to Ethiopia in 
August 1943 and was appointed Director-General of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affair* in November and 
then in May 1944 transferred to the Mimstrv of 
Education, where he became Director-General’and 
acting head. Member of the Ethiopian delegation 
to Sun Francisco in 1945. 

In June 1947 fie was removed from the Ministry 
ni Education largely because, a* an evangelical 
Protestant, his educational policy was regarded with 
disfavour hy the Coptic Church, He was unem¬ 
ployed until March 1949 when he was appointed 
Minister to India. In May 1952 he was appointed 
ambassador at Rome. 

Quiet, and unambitious, Til- has a pleasant per¬ 
sonality and avoids political intrigue. 

24* flJaffa Fphniilh tewnUk-ML-dZu-n 

An Eritrean, born about 1902. Educated at the 
Swedish Mis sum $ehoo] h Asmara, and the American 
University of Beirut Speaks English. French. 
Italian and Arabic V, as a sdiool-teachcr in Asmara. 
Administrator of lhe T.ifari Makonncn School from 
its foundation, Appointed id he Ethiopian Con?nl 
in Paris. 1928, Later sent la London, where he was 
charge d'affaires for several years. Ethiopian dele¬ 
gate to the League of Nations several times. Wav 
in England during the lulo-Ethiopian War and 
remained there after the Italian occupaiton of 
Ethtopia, and when the 1-mperor went to London 
\to Ephraim wa? with the Emperor for a time 
Later he went to France and was there when the 
Germans look Pars. Managed to get away and 
returned to Ethiopia m September 1942* his first 
visit since 1928, Appointed to be Vioe-Mlniifter for 
Foreign Affairs with the rliL l- of Blatia in November 
1942, 


In October 1943 appointed Ethiopian Minister at 
Washington, and in September 1945 was transferred 
to London. He was replaced by A to Abaty. Recta 
in I94S, and joined ibe Ethiopian tk&gitfcA to the 
United Nations General Assembly held in [-’arts in 
the autumn Of that year, and in the spring and 
autumn of 1949 in New Yurt. In July 1949 he was 
given the portfolio of Minister of Agriculture, 

In both hi* ministerial appointments he lias shown 
himself to be obstinate, conceited and incompetent, 
but socially he rs affable and a good conversationalist. 

25, Are Gabre Keffeg^y 

Born in 1915 and educated at the Swedish 
Mission School, and later at the TafEiri Makomen 
School .iL Adds? Ababu. During the Italian occupa¬ 
tion was employed at ihe Addis Ababa branch of 
the Banco di Roma. Served in various Govern- 
ment departments from 1941 to 1947 when he 
became Director-General of the American depari- 
mcru ol the Ministry of f oreign Affairs, Was a 
member of the Ethiopian Delegation re the United 
Nation* from 1947 to l ,J 49 Since October 1952 ha* 
been Ethiopian Ministef 4t New Delhi, 

26, Drj&imach Garasu Duki 

Born about t?92 of Gal la parent?. Before tlte 
Italian occupation he held an obscure post in the 
Crown Prince's household From 1938 cmi! ihc 
arrival of Bn fish CfOivp?, m the Jimma area in 394ft 
he LM a >. cries tff a Hacks ugainsi the Itetian? in 
suyih-westctn Fthiopia anti was the acknowledged 
lender of a large band of patriot?. He was given hi% 
present title in reward for hi* services and in 1944 
was made Governor-General of Gamu-Gofa 
Province, and in 1952 was iransfcncij to lltubab'r. 
He i? believed to have been insirumciLtal in dis¬ 
covering the plot against the Emperor’s fife which 
L-jrtte to light in Julv 1951. but his revelation? were 
possibly dictated less by loyalr> to his sovereign than 
N hi? desire to eliminate a rival opposition part? 
In 1952 he was absent from his province for nearly 
a year and was involved in a number of lawsuits 
wiih Government departments w'hich had 
questioned hi? use of public funds. 

A man of virtually no education but of consider¬ 
able charm, he is □ brilliant leader of men but a 
poor, though energetic, administrator. His failure 
to control the unruly tribes rn Gamu-Gofa caused 
grave concern to [he Kenya authorities. He started 
well iri Jlubabor. htt! latest reports Indicate that he 
has fallen victim to the provincial habits of 
administrative corruption. He speaks no European 
language. 

27, Are Gash:i ii /aIIaka 

Born T9l0. Educated at the Tafari Makortnen 
School, Addis Ababa, and subsequently at (he 
Mission Ldquc Frangaise at Beirut and finalh m 
F\Lris He returned u> Ethiopia in 1935 but left for 
Jiboiiti immediately prior to Hie Kalian invasion 
He returned to Ethiopia in August 1941 a.^ n 
private soldier in ihe HritisF^ forces with the 2nd 
irregulars. Holds E939 45 and Africa Stuns, He 
worked for a time as interpreter with the Free 
French fortes. In 1942 he became Di rector- 
General of the Ministry of Commerce ,and Industry 
:inid irs 1943 was transferred to the Ministry of 
Education, again in ih.’ capacity of Dirccror-General 
In 1944 he became Directfir-Gcner.il of ihc Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Jil 19-16 he w.i.s -ent to Cairo as 
Etrst Secrciary of the Ethiopian Legation, a position 
w-hkffi he held for iwo years, and for a considerable 
period w;ns in charge of the Mission, From 1943 to 
1950 he was m charge of the Ethiopian Legation at 
Stockholm and in September 1950 was appointed 
Ethiopian Minister at Venezuela. In 1952 became 
Minister at Moscow where h.: uin is. 








IS. A to GclHhuo Tssama 

Bora in l^UL Educated il ihc Menclik School 
and sii ihe American University at Beirut, Sencd 
in the police for nearR one sear before the Italian 
invasion after which lie escaped to Khartoum. He 
Served under Brigadier lyiiidford and re-unlered 
Ethiopia in 1940 through Gojpitt, In 1941 he became 
Director-Central of the Ministry of she Pen and in 
1^42 was transferred to she Ministry of the Interior 
where he wbs appointed Director-Genera] of 
.Administrative Services. In October !941 he was 
appointed First Secretary of the Ethiopian Legation 
in Washington. He returned so Ethiopia in January 
1949 and in July 1949 became the Vice-Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, in which capacity he has 
since shown his hostility to the American-consrolled 
Imperial Highways authority by encouraging labour 
agitation in its camps. 

Well educated by Ethiopian standards, he speaks 
fluent English. French. Italian and Arabic, He Is 
capable, bv Ethiopian standards hon«l and an 
adherent of the young progressive group headed by 
Lij Yilma Dcrcssj {q.v.) until lately his immediate 
superior. He was at one Lime married to a daughter 
of Dr. Martin* the former Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who died, and has since married again. 
Since the transfer of Lij Yilma he has been acting 
Minister of Commerce and Industry and has shown 
himself helpful if not particularly effective. He is 
progressive and could no doubt do more if not 
handicapped by reactionaries, 

29 , Duja/cnafh Halle Scliis-k Cugsa 

Born in 1907. Son of Ris Gugsa Araia and great- 
grandson of the Emperor Johannes. Married in 1931 
the Emperor*', second daughter. Princess Zcneba 
Winrq. who died seven months after her marriage:, 
Made Governor of Mhcdle after his father's death 
m 1 932. Deserted to the Italians in 1935, hoisted 
the Italian flag over Maculle and provided the enemy 
with military secrets.. Rewarded by ihe Italians 
with the rank of Ras ami Governorship of Tigrai, 
Continued to collaborate with them during their 
occupation of Ethiopia- 

On ihe arrival of British troops in Tigrai in 1941. 
he sought the safely of British protection and was 
entrusted with the administration of Eastern Tigrai. 
but failed to be of any assistance and w.i* suspended 
from his functions. In May 1943 he sent a congratu¬ 
latory tele pram to the Emperor on the occasion of 
his restoration and the liberation of Ethiopia The 
Emperor then conveyed his desire to the British 
authorities chat Dcjarmach Haile Selassie should be 
sent to Addis Ababa lo stand trial. Bui it was 
deeided by Hi.s Majesty's Government that, in view 
of his unwillingness to return to Addis Ababa and 
certain minor political considerations at The time, he 
■should not return but instead should be sent W’ith ;: 
few personal retainers to the Seychelles, there to 
remain iiKunutnicuthi unit] the end of the war, 
Towards the end of 1945 the Emperor again pressed 
strongly for his return to Ethiopia for trial, and 
His Majesty's Government agreed after some dis¬ 
cussion to hand hint over in due course. 

He and his. family were delivered to the F.di Lapin n 
Government in September 1946. After a trial before 
ten Ethiopian and two European judges., which was 
generally considered to have been fair, and in which 
he was given every opportunity to defend himself, 
he was condemned to death. He appealed to the 
Emperor for clemency: and although, so far as is 
known* the I mpt-ror has not pronounceJ a decision, 
the sentence ha* still not been carried out and he 
is believed |o remain in custody til Gore, 

30, Rus lluilki BhUu 

Bom about I&87, the grandson of King Tikta 
Hanna not of Goijam and nephew of Ras Huilu lakla 
Haimanoi He is a hereditary chid of the Amhara 


Saint district cisi of the Blue Nile. Until the 
time tff the Emperor's return from entile Lij Hailu 
gained no prominence, living quietly cm his estates. 
He never submitted, 10 the Italians, and was Tor 
some lime living iji a cave in the tnohse Valley. 
When contacted by the secret mission under 
Brigadier Sand ford lie agreed to co-operate and 
attacked the Italians at Mou and Kero, driving buck 
Ras HaiEu Takla Haimanot to Debra Marfcos. and 
in March !94J he was appointed Governor-General 
of the Province of Goijam and raised to the rank of 
“ Ras.” Retired in 194b and lived uuteily in Addis 
Ababa, sometimes performing the dudes of a Crown 
Councillor. Reappointed as Governor-General of 
Goijam in January 1951. 

A feudal chieftain, owing hi> pOtfilkm lo the 
prestige of his descent. 

31. Abba Hanna 

Bom in 1895. A priest of quiet bearing and ascetic 
appearance who has long been the trusted cvmhdarit 
of the Entpcror and the Imperial Family, Was in 
charge of the imprisoned Lij Yasu in I Lirar Province 
(until 1 he latter died at the end of 19351, lie reached 
Khartum with the Crown Prince in October 1940, 
accompanied the Emperor through Gojjam and is 
now with him in Addis Ababa, 

He exercises considerably more influence than 
is apparent, is considered by some to be the 
eminence erise iff the Palace and maintains an office 
an its grounds. Speaks French, 

32. Afu Dadd is Alenidyou 

Born in 1910, Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School, Addis, Ababa* and Talari Makonnen School* 
Addis Ababa. Speaks English, Italian and some 
French. 

Was a sdiool-LawhoT ut the Swedish Minion 
School. Addis Ababa, in 1932. Later lie was sent 
ro Debra Markus and worked in the Treasury when 
Ras Imru was Governor of Gojjam. In the lt:iL ■- 
Ethiopian War he followed Ras Itnru's forces to 
the Northern Front, In December 1936 he was 
captured by tile Italians and was sent to Italy with 
R;is Ijtj[' u. where he was imprisoned up to 1943, 
In 1943 the British Army found him in ChUihriit, 
Italy* with other Ethiopian prisoners, and he was 
tlien released and rent lo Addis Ababa. On his 
return lo Ethiopia he was employed at the Press 
and Propaganda Office, In October [944 he was 
transferred to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs In 
April 1945 appointed to be Ethiopian Consul in 
Jerusalem In May 1947 he was sem to America 
lo be Secretary of the Ethiopian Legation in Wash¬ 
ington, He returned to Ethiopia in September 1950 
and was made Director-General of Press and 
Information at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 
July (952 he wax appointed Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. He lI cals with American affairs and 
the I.'lilted Stales Embassy find him very obstinate. 

33. 11,It. Rax fnini Haile ScJtssfct C.B.E. 

Bom about l8 lJ 4. Son of Dejazrmeh Haile Selassie 
and cousin of the Emperor, pf whom he is a faithful 
supporter. As Deputy Governor of Harar Province, 
he proved a popular and efficient administrator and 
a sincere collaborator with the authorities in British 
Somaliland In October I92 L > he was appointed 
Deputy Governor of Wullu with full powers to deal 
with the slave traffic passing through that, province 
fti rtuHr to lire coast. In January 1931 the heir 
apparent. Prince Asfa Wossen, was made overlord 
nf the Province of Wollo. hut Den/mach Imru was 
left as Governor under the young prince and made 
the chief officer in the latter’s household, In the 
summer of 3 932 he made a trip to Europe, and on 
his return took over the Province of Gojjam, of which 
Ras Hailu had been dispossessed. At the same lime 
he wax made a Rus. 


Commanded the western flank of the Ethiopian 
armies hi Shire, Retreated with Dcjazmach Ayclcu 
after ihc battle of ScUdaca in early March and 
reached Debra Markus. capital of hi?, Province of 
Gojjam. at the end of April. Early in May moved 
towards Addis Ababa So help in its defence, but 
turned west when lie heard of the Italian occupation* 
Reached Gore in June and assisted in work of Pro¬ 
visional Government of the weir there. Is said 
to have been made Minister o' War by the exiled 
Emperor At one time thought of retiring to 
Uganda, but eventually decide J lo fight. Sur¬ 
rendered in Kalin in December. Was brought to 
Addis Ababa early in Juuuaiy and was sent to Italy. 

lie relumed lo Ethiopia in October 1943 after 
being rescued bv the Allies ns their invasion iff 
southern Italy, to May J944 he was appointed 
Governor-General of Be item dir. and in January 1946 
was mad# Ethiopian Minister in Washington. He 
became Ambassador in August l £1 49, and left in 
June 1953. 

R:is lmru is a quiet, courteous and kindly man, 
a model nf domestic virtue and perhaps the nearest 
approach to an huitCff l tlsioptan that the country 
possesses. He has lost considerable prestige since his 
return nnd is reputed to hold distinctly Left-wing 
views. Leads a quiet family life but has become a 
go-between for discontented persons with the 
Emperor, This ha.'- led (o his failing out of favour 
with the Emperor, and to bis reputed nomination as 
Ethiopian Ambassador at New Delhi. This is 
equivalent to political exile. 

34. Lij Imru Zvlteke 

Horn in 1922 and educated in Trance and 
Switzerland. During the Italian occupation he w.s> 
imprisoned with his mother for two years, On hi* 
release he worked for some lime at the Kalian 
Political Office In 1941 he was given a job in the 
Ministry of Finance and in t’ J 43 became secretary 
to ihc Duke of Harar. He served in the Ministry of 
Public Health from 1943 to 1945. when he joined 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and went to Lon dun 
a*. Secretary lo the Ethiopian Deleftuon to the 
United Nations, In 194> lie was secretary to the 
Ethiopian Delegation at the Peace Conference in 
P:ir:s. After 4 spell a* Ethiopian Charge d'Affaires 
in Stockholm hi 1947. he again served as secretary 
K> the Ethiopian Deletion lo the General Assembly 
]94S. 1949 and 3 950, Oil his return lo Ethiopia 
at the end of ihc latter year he became Chief of 
Protocol, .m appointment which he disliked and 
which he relinquished in June l Q 52 m become head 
of the European Department, During ihc winter 
1952-53 he was again Head of! Protocol, in 1953 
transferred to ihc Ethiopian Embassy as Charge 
{I'Afi&ires with the rank of Counsellor. 

He speaks creellent English and Trench and ri 
probably ihc most CL^tiiopoliuiri stud socially gtfled 
of tdl ihc younger Ethiopian officials. Possessed 
ol more than average inleliigente. he is fortunate in 
havinc married in 1950 the younger daughter of (he 
late Dejazmach Nusibu, one of ihc few Ethiopian 
w'omen with whom sistiwl intercourse is at all 
possible. 

35, t ij Iniliilkachau Mukonrwn 

Horn in 1927, the son of Bsdwudcd Makonncn 
Indalkachew, the Prime Mini.iter {q.v ). by a former 
marriage, Educated first at a Seventh Day Adventist 
Missinn school near .Addis Ababa, In 3 LJ -U lie was 
Mjni io England where he had a private tutor and 
iaicr wtni to school, After a spell ut University 
College, Exeter, he went to Grid College, Oxford, 
where he gradulled in 1951. On his return to 
Ethiopia he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and in (952 was made Chief of Protocol and head 
mf the Middle East Department, 
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Quite intelligent and at rim siehi friendly Speaks 
good English and French, Appears to have rather 
an uncontrollable temper, which h^r, produced serious 
incidents with Heads of Missions, who rightly com¬ 
plain of his unhdpfyine^ and rudeness. 

36. [>v;a/nmch Kahbadu Tsissama 

Bom about 1903 and brought up in the palace, 
he was at dnt time Court Chamberlain and later 
Ethiopian Consul in Jerusalem, After the It.'iio- 
Tthiopian War lie followed Ihc Emperor into exile. 
In July 1940 he travelled to Khartum from Palestine 
and j'oincd the- secret mission under Brigadier 
Sandfnrd. acting as rcprcicniative of ihc Emperor. 
He is said to iiavc been an indefatigable worker 
and a very loyal servant of the Emperor. He accom¬ 
panied the Emperor to Addis Ababa and was 
appointed Governor cf the Province of Waltoga, In 
April 1942 he was made Governor of Addis Ababa, 
in which post he showed himself reasonably efficient 
and keen on much-needed reforms. In June 1 L) 46 
was apprrirtted Governor-General tff Gojjam Province 
and made E>jjazmach. Since January 1951 he 
has been President of the Chamber of Deputies, 

37. H.H, Ras K.nssa (Hailu) Darge. G,C.V.O., G.B.E. 

Born alraut 1881. Ras Kassa is ibe creut-g rand son 
of King Sahle Selassie and the grandsori of Ra* 
Dnrgc, who was imprisoned by King Theodore and 
released by Lord Ntspicr ai Magda la, He was 
Governor of ihe Provinces of Silalie. Boratia, fiomlar 
and Bczcntdit, and s most of his time at liis 
provincial capital, Fichc, then two days L journey 
from Addis Ababa. He held Lij Yasu in custody 
at Fiche until he escaped in Mas 1932- 

Aftcr ihc defeat anJ death o? R Gugsu SVollic 
in March 1930 Ras Kassa was given the latLef k s 
dominions, /■>€-. the Pros'inccs of Gondk’ -and 
Birgemdir 

He represented Ethiopia at ihc coronation of 
Kiny George V, when he was made G.CV O,, and 
his admiration for England ami the English is 
genuine. 

Oil the occastoo of Kmg Taffuri’s 1928 coronation 
k.is K;:tss.i received ihc liile of "Highness..” ,i title 
to which he can properly lay claim in virtue of ins 
Royal descent. 

Com man dcr-in-chief of the Ethiopian armies in 
the north under the Emperor Retreated with Ras 
Scyuni after second battle of Tembicn at the end 
of February and joined the Emperor nl Qornm on 
]9Uh Maicli TiH>k part in Battle of Mri Chio 31st 
March. Accompanied the Emperor to Addis Ababa 
and thence to England. He remained with the 
Emperor throughout his csule in England and later 
joined hint in Khartum from Palestine in January 
1941; and accompanied him across ihc border into 
Eithiopju. through Gcijjam. as far as Bche. and 
commanded Hie Patriot forces at the three-day 
Battle of Ajebar (June 1941 ). 

Three of his sons were murdered by the Italians. 
Mis only surviving son, Dejazmach A-fate iMadhini 
K^ssa ii" Governor-General of the Province of 
BegemdiT. 

He has considerable charm of manner, i> devout 
and rclighms, and anxious to promote the spiritual 
welfare of his fellow-countrymen. At the same time 
he has a repuiaikm for mcuncess He is now living 
fiuielly in Addis Ababa and is the senior member of 
(he Crown Council. He is vcr> accessible to the 
British Embassy and a useful indirect channel of 
communieuriem io the Emperor. 

38. i ilLiurari kifte Dlidi 

fJo-rn in 1907 and educated at the Tafari 
Makonnen School at Addis Ababa. Speaks French 
arid some English lie began his career as Director 
of Cuaiqmi at Asha Tafari under Dr, Martin. 
Shortly ufie- ihc halitui invasion he escape.] to 
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Kenya where he taught in the refugee camp, In 
1941 3ie joined the Emperor in Gojjam and on his 
ieium to Addis Abahu was appointed Governor uf 
the Chcrcber Province. Early «n 1942 he became 
Director-General of the Ministry of the Interior 
,i:ul at Lhe end of the year was, made Director erf 
the Tigrat under Has Scyum, Alter serving in two 
minor governorships lie became Director of the 
WoJIo Province in 1946 He remained in this post 
until H95<J r when he was appointed Vice-President 
of the Senate. In 1951 he was nude Vice-Minister 
of the Interior in charge of administrative matters. 

He is an efficient administrator and honest by 
Ethiopian standard;,. He has a pleasant manner 
but is very hardworking and ihJes not mi* much 
socially. 

39. fuiiim.4 Kile Frgclu 

Born in 1909, Educated m Addis Ababa and at 
St- Cyr. Speaks trench and Italian- In 1933 
returned from France and was made colonel in the 
Imperial Go aid. Fought Oft rite northern front, 
against the Italians, and* on the Italian occupation 
of the capital, obtained sanctuary in the Japanese 
Legation, where he stayed for five yeans. At the 
end of 1941 vent to Jimma as head of the police and 
m July 1942 became Director-General of Public 
Security. From August £943 held the appointment 
of General Secretary to the Ministry of Wan but 
reverted to Director-General >4 Public Security in 
Januirv 1944- In 1946 was appointed Ethiopian 
Commissioner on Franco-Ethiopian Boundary Com- 
xmssion. He WM a member of the Ethiopian dele¬ 
tion which in April 1947 discussed modifications 
of the Kenya-Ethiopian boundary with Kenya 
officials, and' was the principal working member of 
the Ethiopian team in the negotiations of July 194$ 
for the hand-over of the Ogadert. In July 3 949 he 
was appointed Vice-Minister of the interior. 1$ a 
devoted adherent of the Minister of the Fen. 

He is. the one Ethiopian Minister who can speak 
.,uth anv authoritv on frontier and allied question?,. 
Butt It we snd the "French have usually found him a 
tough rc-iotiaiuf. but he has proved a friend in many 
nutter', to Her Majesty's Embassy and once his 
confidence is gained much can be expected of him 

4th Bhitin Kidaitv Mariam 

Bom in Ado wo. in 1905 and educated at the 
Swedish Mission in Asmara. A secretary in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1927 to 3^29, 
Sent as Acting Llhiopisn Consul to Asmara in 1930. 
Director-General Ln the Ministry of Education rrom 
3 l H2 :o I93fiw During the occupation lie was im¬ 
prisoned in Italy and only released in 1939. He 
returned to Ethiopia and joined Ras Seyuni a forces 
in iha Tigrtm After the liberation he occupied no 
tifftefejl position Until i L ?f.. His close rehtiofts with 
Ras Scyum made him for some time suspect in the 
eyes of I be authorities. He occupied himself with 
commerce, and notably wrflt the Imperial Motor 
Transport Company (in which the Emperor ^under¬ 
stood to have some interest]!, In June 3 946 he was 
appointed controller-general of the FranOa-Ethiopian 
Railway. In September 1948 he was made Acting 
Vice Minister of Public Health, but refused to accept 
substantive appointment, having too many Ollier irons 
in the tire, resinned in July 1949, and retired to 
Eritrea. „ 

An educated and iittclligent man, but w r uh a 
reputation for dishonesty In eommcocbl matters. 

41, liiilambarat Mnhteme Schissie Walds* Maslcal 

Born in 19Q2 Educated at the Menelik School 
and tiler in France Appointed Governor of Ambo 
Ie] IPJri and subsequently Private-Secretary lo ibe 
Crown Prince. which post he resumed m 194] after 
having been imprisoned in Italy until 1940, when lie 


wav sam buck to Addis Ababa. In 1946 lie became 
Director-Gen era I of the Ministry of Agriculture, and 
in 1946 Vice-Minister of Agriculture, 

In 3953 appointed acting Governor of AdJri 
Ababa, u post which lie holds in addition to that of 
Vice-Minister of Agriculture. He appears to devote 
his entire time lo municipal aUuars and the Ministry 
of Agriculture is therefore unlikely EO rise above its 
status pi being the most inch tricot of ull Ethiopian 
Government departments. Speaks French and 
Italian, 


42. Lieutenanl-Colwnei Mukoiimn Deneke 

Dorn m I9U, Educated at Lhe FaJfari Makonnen 
School und received police [ruining in Belgium. 
Speaks French. Italian and fair English- He fought 
against the Italians, hut remained in Addis Aba ha 
during the occupation and was employed l,e police 
headquarters In 194! he joined the Imperial 
Guard, and became second in command. In June 
1945 he was made Deputy Commissi oner of Police 
and showed considerable courage in kailifig his men 
against armed bands in the city. In December 1947 
he was appointed aide-de-camp lo the Emperor. A 
large, friendly and cheerful man, who plays polo on 
„i mount like a cart-horse. One of the Minister of 
the Feu's followers, be is able to assist Ato Taffara 
Wor L || in " protect!evg" the Emperor from ' im- 
dsvjrabte “ influences- Responsible for persona] 
safely of F.mpcror. Never without a loaded revolver 
when with Hrt Imperial Majesty. He has been 
known to use it, 


43. Dcjii/iiiiidi Makimiivn De*fa 

Born m 1910. Ha was educated first st the 
Tafari Makonneft School, Addis Ababa, then sent to 
the American University at Beirut. finally sent 
[he Emperor to study medicine at Harvard, 
After som; four years in America he joined an 
anthropological mission from Harvard without his 
Government's per minion and emte to Ethiopia, 
ilk- mission ended in taElure and he never returned 
to America. After the Italian occupation!! he nought 
asylum with Kas Hatlu, one of whose countrymen 
he is. but later escaped from Ethiopia, travelling 
through Gojjam to the Sudan. He proceeded to 
Cairo and was for some lime a teacher of 
mathematics at the English Mission College, 
Koubbeh, He returned through the Sudan to 
Ethiopia in 1941, and upon arrival in Addis Ababa 
was mad? Minister of Education. 

He failed io make a success of his appointment, 
having no conception of the financial <ir other 
requirements of anv educational scheme and paying 
no heed lo hi' British adviser In May 1944 was 
appointed Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Tele¬ 
phones, a politieaIlv less responsible position, which 
he Idled with indifferent efficiency and doubtful 
integrity until June 1946, when hr was relegated lo 
the pewit of President of the Chamb.tr of Deputies, 
(n July 3949 was anpirfn’c.l Governor-General of 
W nil can Province with the rank of Dejazmauh. 

In 1 ri? 1 he was again made Minister of Posts, 
Telegraph* and Telephones and in this capacity 
was (hr leading Ethiopian representative in the 
negotiation of the 1 elccommtmictiiions Charter with 
representatives of the International [lank, which 
bait c uriicr granted -i foan of LT N.5 2 million lo 
rehabilitate (he country's telcoammunicalidflS In 
these negotiations he showed himself inimtukraldy 
teTKickms and stubborn. In 1953 was dismissed for 
Peculation and is t prevent unemployed, He is 
slowly Irving to wnrk back into favour, He will no 
doubi succe-'d. uliimatriv. because the Fmjvrof 
record* with eratituio ftiv undoubted courage in 
butllo a qu i!i'> o would not now suspect in him. 


Well-read and sociably all able, bm a weak 
character. concctioJ; und tuay, althougn anxious tc 
scorn a success. Drinks to excess and on such 
occasiom is iniole table. 

44. Alo Mukunitin Liable Wold 

Bom 3 9I3U; Bfuiher of AklrfOU and AkaLu Wwq 
(f.t’J, Alter being a secretary in the custom¬ 
house as Addis Abaoa, he was made first secretary 
of me Ministry ot (he Interior, Later be was for 
over three years Director of ihe Ministry of 
Agriculture. In June 3 93ri he was appointed 
Director of the Ministry of Finance. I ransterred as 
Director to the Ministry of Commerce in September 
1ML und made at the same rime a Director of the 
State Bank. He was hard-working, although then, 
a'i now, his Ministry was both corrupt and inefficient. 

Accompanied the Emperor to Jibuti after ihe 
Etaiisft occupation, where he remained for home 
lime, later going to France and staying id the 
Ethiopian Consulate there. When itW Germans 
occupied Paris, Makentnen escaped and travelling 
via Portugal reached Ethiopia In March ri J 42. Soon 
after his arrival lie was appointed Minister of 
Agriculture, arid in July 1943 he was made Minister 
of Agriculture, Commerce find Industry. Early in 
1948. when the Department of Press and Information 
ceased to be a section ■ <f the Ministry of :he Peri 
and was raised to (he status of a Ministry, Makonnen 
H^bte Wo!d was made Minister, at liie same rime 
rmining ihe portfolios, of Agriculture and of 
Commerce and Industry, H: was, in addition, 
responsible For Islamic ..iffairs and in charge of ihe 
department dealing with religious affaire. He is a 
propfge erf (fie Emperor and It.is spent mosc of his 
life in the Palace. His grotesque facial appearance 
is in keeping with (he popular belief iteat be is a 
sorcerer vers-1 in the Black Art. Shrewd but 
ignorant and intolerant of advice. Has managed by 
innumerable large- and small-scale ^ rackets l> io 
line the pockets of his imperial patrons while re- 
sen inc a generous commission and assuring a secure 
position for himself. In July 1949 he resigned from 
the Ministries; of Commerce and Industry und of 
Agriculture on his appointment ns Minister of 
Finance. 

Personalty mean and universally unpopular, he 
none the less exerts a profound influence on 
Hthiopjriu policies, in spice of the difficulty which 
he fhidv in e-tmprebending present-day problems in 
(he fields of ftltandal .md economic development. 

He interferes noi only with the expenditure, hut 
also with the day-to-day conduct of 'dher depart¬ 
ments. His advisers are without exception 
sycophantic and third-rate: u f td the ncccssits of an 
improvement in ibis respect grows daily more 
urgent. His health is very unreliable nnd appears to 
be deteriorating. 

45. Biiwaded .Makimncn Indalkaehflw. (f.B.F, 

Born 1K92, A talk handsome man. he is related 
to the kite Ras Tasamma. guardian and tutor of 
Lij V asu, and is married lo the Princess Yu sh a she 
worq, niece of the Emperor. He lias been 
successive h Minister of Commerce, [fie tirsl 
Ethiopian Minister lo (he Court ot St. James. 
Governor of Addis Ababa, Minister of fbc fntenor, 
and in 1934 Governor of Gore. Sprats, reasonable 
French, 

In 1924 Ite was n mcEiihcr of Ras Tafan’s Stutc on 
the la tier's visit (O London, and was at that lime 
awarded the O.B.E, 

During tlir tEaEivEitiiopian War he commanded 
[he Gore armies on [he Ogndem Front under 
Dejazmach Nasibu and then accompanied the 
Emperor into exile. He lived with his wife at 
Jericho until September 194(1, when he returned 
to ih;: kmim and travelled with the Emperor 
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through Gojpm to Addrs Afoaha. In May 1941 be 
w-05 appointed Minis ter of (he Interior. 

Ln January 1943 became President of the Council 
of Ministers and was given the title of Bitwaded. 
In August 1943 was appointed Prime Mimstcr. Was 
chief Ethiopian delegate for negotiating the Artgio- 
Elhtopian agreement of 1944, but wis confined to 
playing a largely oetctnouial part, and in ApnE 1945 
beaded the Ethiopian delegation to the San 
Francisco Conference. 

Since his marriage he has. been closely connected 
ufith the Palace. He is nm an administrator or 
statesman, and opinion is divided as to bis intelli¬ 
gence, hue he has pleasant manners, is courteous and 
friendly. 

His wife, who speaks French, is one of the more 
agreeable members of the imperial family. Then 
son is Lif Indulkachaw Mafcottnen ly.r.k 

46, much Man gush a Scyum 

Bom in 1927, the only surviving son of Ras Scyum 
fiy.v.J, He accompanied his father to Italy in 1937 
and returned with him in PG9 fo Addis Ababa 
where he was educated in the Italian school for the 
sons of chiefs. In 1943 be was Governor of Makallc 
and. after the TLjjrai revolt, was ordered to go to 
Addis Ababa where he wus kept under house arrest. 
In February 1945 he was released and in December 
was sent to Beirut to continue bis education. He 
returned to Ethiopia in August 1948. and in January 
1949 married Princess Aida, grand-daughter of the 
Emperor, who is attractive Lind agreeable and speaks 
good English In July L949 he was appointed 
Governor of Am bo and in 1452 Governor-General 
of Arussi. 

A pleasant young man, but rather a play-boy, 
Sp.-aks good English and Italian 

47. Drjazmach Mjuig&ha Wpbie 

Born about 1894, The stm of t3ie late Dejazmach 
Wubic. one of Mcndik + s Generals. Educated locally. 
He was the first Ethiopian Minister to Rome, being 
appointed Lhcre in fo30. Relumed to Ethiopia in 
1933 and was appointed Governor of Southern 
Wallaga. holdkig that post until the Italian invasion. 
Imprisoned by the Italians in 1937, and subsequently 
taken io Italy where be remained until June 1944 . 
(n July of that year lie relumed to Addis Ababa, and 
a year later was appointed to .i post m ihe E*rimc 
Minister’s Office. In May 194b he became President 
of the Senate. 

An affable, attractive personaliiy. Rather a 
dandy and unt to run into debt, He speaks some 
French and Italian.. 

4ft, DoJji^niach Mvslio (ttmech f A fa Ne^irc) 

Born in IS95 and cduccitcd Eocally, Before the 
Italo-Ethiopian war was for many years juEke of 
the Criminat Court* of which be later became Presi¬ 
dent. A very stout-hearted soMicr who served with 
Brigadier Santlford in 194E. In 1942 he was made 
Vice-Governor of Gondar and in June 1944 became 
Vice-President of the Supreme Imperial Court, in 
IWi lie became Pre-:der[ of the Hieh Court in 
Gondiir, and in January 1949 was made President 
of the Supreme Imperial Court <Afa Nci’us or 
" Mouth of the King.”'!, 

49. Dfrajrmjwh Minfin Silushi 

Born about l j WT2 and brought up with his brother, 
Dejazmach Rembib Saksht- in the Damtaw house¬ 
hold, He ts said [0 be a half-brother of ihe late R:*s 
fJesta Dumtuw and of Ihe laic Dejazmach Ababa 
Damtaw. IJc wji> a lieutenant-colon:! in the 
Imperial Bodyguard before tha Italo-Ftbionian War 
anti never submitted fin the Italians. He continued 
resistance to them at first in Shao and Salale. bier 
joinirii!. Dejazmach Mamra'.ha in the Goi|nm. 
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He accompanied the Emperor through Gojjani and 
was then sent to fight the Italians remaining in the 
western provinces After the capture of Gere he was 
s*snt there as Emperors representative and Inter 
Can firmed as Governor of tliat province. For One 
month in 1942 he acted as “Guardian" of Addis 
Abaca after the arrest of Blniu lakkala. the 
Governor, In July 1942 he was appointed Governor- 
General of ihc Province of Illubabor, and in May 
1945 was made Govern or-Genera \ of the important 
Province of Jiainn 

lie is active,, shrewd, prompt at decisions and het- 
tettrpered, He is reputed to be unpopular wiih [foe 
army and the police En his province, and with his 
ow n staff. He is. however* benevolently disposed to 
Europeans engaged in commercial developments, 
whom he aSSisti for Ids own ends. Perhaps the most 
corrupt of all provincial Governors GctjerttL be is 
loyal i.? the Emperor, whose personal financial 
operations he has helped ;uld who in return bus 
pcrsiitently protected him from the consequences of 
his venabty and maladministration, Complaints 
became vocal in 1951 that he was summoned to 
the capital to defend himself and this proved u 
protected proves:. Unfortunately he succeeded in 
clearing himself and during I 1 53 was in ni$ 
province. He once more, however, frequently visits 
Addis Ababa, and rumour has it that be A to be 
given ihe reaanily created post of Minister of 
National Defence. 

50, Ato Mtusta l emma 

Born 1930 and educated in Cairo. Speak;- good 
English. French and Arabic. He returned to 
Ethiopia in 1935 :o fight the Italians, but went 
back to Cairo during the occupation, In he 
was assistant to Blattengeta Lorenzo Taerax in the 
EraparorN Secretarial a l Khartum, After the 
lih; r r 'lion he wits secretary to the Duke of Hnrtir, 
Hr left for Cairo in September 1942 for family 
reasons, and on his return in November w*$ made 
Director-General in the Mmistiy of Finance, A 
memb:t of the Ethiopian delegation m the San 
Francisco Conference in 1945. He frequently 
assumed chares of the Ministry during the absences 
os' Li; Yiltm D;res sa and in duly i949 was appointed 
Vice-Minister of Finance. During 1951 and 1952 
he played an active pm in the discussions preceding 
federation with Eritrea. An able, and hard-working 
official, whose efficiency k seriously impaired by the 
esecssive amount of work he has to do and by 
divergence of views with his Minister Makorinen 
Halite Wold l^.v.k with whom he is an uneasy terms 
\npe irs to l ick any marked ambition, but he nuiy 
nicitlv h, 1 saving himself for the day when the 
restraining influence of the Minister is removed. 

£1. Ain Meoberr Yayehinid 

Born m 3'Kb? and educated at the Iafari 
Makonnvn School at AdJis Ababa. .Speaks good 
French, He fmicht acmeist the Italians on the 
northern front in 1935 and i936 + and followed the 
Emperor to Palestine where he -peat the Unban 
occupation. He rejoined the Emperor in Goijjtm 
111 J941 anti took part in the liberation of Condar. 
In 1942 he was made Director of Arassi Province. 
In i944 he became Director Geneml of the Ministry 
of Justice, In 1945 iic wav appointed Ethiopian 
flftte.i t .ll Jibuti, where i a reomsed till l"G a he . 
he became Vice-President of the High Conn He 
reigned in 1949 and in 1950 tie was sent to Mexico 
as the first Ethiopian Minister. He returned to 
Ethiopia a year later and in January 1952 was 
appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs. In 
August 1953 was appointed Ambassador in Cairo. 

A good-humoured. portly individual, he is socially 
ft liable and seems fairly intelligent. As, however, 
he never did any work he was a mere encumbrance 
at the Ministry 


52. lij Mtfrelik Yam 

Born about 1915, the son of the former Emperor, 
Lij Ylisu, by a skier of the Stilton .if Aus -.j, m the 
Danilka! country, Mervelik IS the only son of Lij 
Yasu recognised by the Ethiopian Government. Me 
was kepi for many years by the French Lit Taj uni 
and Ohoek in French Somaliland and is entirely 
uneducated. He returned to Ethiopia via Assaib 
in October 1941 a si.I was sent down [o Addis Ababa 
front Des&ic by the Crown Prince, The Emperor 
lakc-i great interest in him and he L often to be 
seal at the Palace, whc.e he lives quietly under 
supervision Colourless anJ without umbitton. 

53. Lij Mikail I mm 

Born (927- Son of Ras loirii fiM'.) Educated 
in Palestine and later, after u spell at the Haile 
Selassie Secondary School it Addis Ababa, at 
Malvern College and Exeter College, Oxford. In 
I‘>50 lie was appointed to the Ethiopian Embassy 
3it London. He returned to Ethiopia in 1952 and 
was attached to the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. Tn 1953 was made Director-General of 
Civil Aviation. He is looked on as one of the more 
promising younger Ethiopians He shows a genuine 
kecniiLVsv to learn and L quick to absorb new idea:- 
Speaks English and French. 

34. Bri jaiber-GeFKral Mured Masiejisha 

Born in 1912 and educated at the TafTari 
Makonnen School in Addis Ababa. Speaks English 
and French, Before the Italian occupation he was 
trained as a wireless operator. He -ought against 
the Italians and retired with Rlaira Tukclv Wolde 
Hawariat and Dnjazmadi MerfLni Silodtie into the 
Sudan in 193 b. He joined Brigadier SandfordN 
Mission Hi I as a wireless operator, in May 1941 
he wav appointed Governor of Dire Dawa. En April 
[942 he was made aide-de-camp to the Emperor 
and was eventually reused from this arduous task 
to December 1947. In March 1 1 *’48 i lc was given 
command of the 2nd Divi-don, in Dcsslc. and pro- 
moled in brigadicr-gencr.il [having previously held 
the rank of major). He W3 relieved of his post 
owing to ill-health and became unemployed. 
Reserved, but pi .■ns mi. Keeps .aloof from polities, 
is u friend of the Duke of Hurar. Reappointed 
G.O.C, 2nd Division 1952 M Dcssie, but since federa¬ 
tion has spent most of his time ai Asmara, where he 
as nominally military adviser to the Emperor* 
Repress native, but in fat! run; the Ethiopian 
counter-espionage system in Eritrea. 

55, Blafta Mmh: llazcn Maids Kirko- 

Born in 1897, Before the Italian occupation he 
was headmaster of the Jigjigga school, and in 1433 
was appointed secretary on the Ethiopian Section of 
the British SonriUhinJ-hiliiopiiS Boundary Commis¬ 
sion. He was wanted by the tea bans and remained 
in hiding during she Italian occupation* For many 
years has been a member d she Ethiopian Church 
Council, he look part in ihc discussions in Cairo on 
the relations be i ween the Ethiopian Church and the 
PttrtardiJic of Alexandria, tn February 1944 after 
acting ns Director of Prc--. and Propaganda, he was 
appointed Director-Genera] of the Historical md 
Government Chronicles Publication Department in 
the Ministry of the Pen. He served on the French 
S a mo I i kind- Ethiopia ’LiunJ-iA Commission and 
took pur in the discusslom at Addis Ababa in 1447 
between rqjjiftcniitlives of Fifohmia :md the Sudan 
on frontier 'ijuestion^. Tn July 1949 he became Vice- 
Minister of Justice. 

Well educated by Fshiopian standa .Is. lie has no 
very great mfluencc in affairs hut is prepared to use 
such Influence as he has to promote good relation-, 
with Britain He spL-aks some English, One son. 
educated .it Edinburgh University, became on his 
return in l c! 53 Director of the Department of Mines 
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of ilia Ministry of i-'inanoc. His otlier son is at 
present being educated in Canada. 

56. Brlgarik-r-Cenenil Mulugdta Buffi 

Bern in 1917. A ilioan Galla of humble parentage, 
Jiducaled at the Taffari Makonnen School in Ad-ii.', 
Ababa. When the Italians invaded the country he 
was at the Helena Military Academy under the 
Swedish Major Tamm (sec Personalities Report for 
194h, N'o. 51), and went to ihe front with tnc other 
Hoktta cadets. He was a refugee in the Sudan for 
five years anti returned to Ethiopia through Gojjam 
with the Emperor in I94J, En May 1941 he 
made Officer Commanding the Imperial Guard with 
the rank of colonel. In May 194ft he commanded 
the contingent which ilk* part in me Victory March 
in London, and subsequently visited Sweden, Pro¬ 
moted to rank of brigadier-general in July 1949. 
Speaks French and a little English. En 194ft was. a 
s lij lot for iIil - band of Amarech Nd-ilbu, who mas. 
however, married in April 1946 io Brigadier-General 
Abiyye Abeba. This increased the rift already 
existing between the two men as commanders nf 
the Imperial Guard and the Imperial Army respec¬ 
tively He married another lady early in 1950. 
Hi> house is a meeting-place for a number of the 
younger liihiopiaiiv Of an indt-pendeni ftiune, he 
has no love for (he ruling clique. Although pleasant 
enough in conversation, he hud the nepuialiem of 
being xenophobic and, in part^cu[aI , , anti-British, 
lie is an able admirsi -.irator. As :s rC'Ull i>f the 
success of the battalion in Korea tmd Ihc discovery, 
in which the Imperial Guard shared, of Hie plot 
against the Emperor in 1951. his influence has 
int’Tta'ci and he has utso become less xenophobie. 
In 1953 he speril some months in ilie United States. 

57, ffiiuatled fS'flga-.h (habbadal Ba^/ahih 

Bom about 1910, the great-grandson of King 
Takla Haimanot. of Gojjatn. His father. 1-jtaureri 
Kahbada. was a minor chief of Gojjtrn and his 
mother was the daughter of R.-is Bambih, son of 
King Takla Haimanot. Educated at the Swcdisili 
Mission School, Addis Ababa: He fought umfer Ras 
intro in the ItalthEthlopian War and was Eaft as 
Acdug Governor in ihc Ras\ absence. He never 
submitted to the Italians but, with Dejaamacb 
Mangas ha. took an active part in ihe Gojjam 
Rebellion in 1937-3S. At the beginning of the war 
in June ]94 r ), Nngash. as Deja^mach flugasil, was 
contacted by the British from the Sudan, received 
arui'i and ammunition from them, and generahy 
co-oprr.itcd wiLh them in attacking llalian columns 
in th^ neigbbourbood of Bunt At thu Fall of Burk¬ 
in [941 he was pm in charge of (he lown. \ftcr 
the Emperor's departure for Addis Ababa some 
trouble wns caused between Mangisba and Nag ash 
ov.t their several spheres of influence, bu( T in Mutch 
! L5 42, Nagasli was iippointcil President of the Senate 
wtih _ the title of " Bitwaded." In July 1943 
.ppotnled Governor-General of Aryss:. and "in May 
1946 made Vice-Minister in the Legal Executive 
Bureau of the Prime Minister's office. He has for 
some lime been known, to he opposed to the ruling 
clique, and in July 1953 he was arrested, with a 
number of others, on a charge of treason. A special 
COUrl subsequently condemned him In death by 
hanging, but the sentence has not yet been carried 
out, 

5ft, Gidrniul Nc^oi H«lh SelffSvic 

Boro in 1 l M l of humble parentage, Filucatcd at 
the Tnfiiri Makonnen school and at Holaitu military 
train ini: college. Was a refugee in the Sudan 
throuabout the Italian occupation. In October 1941 
he was appointed Secretary-General of the Ministry 
of Wnr, and two years later was promoted to be 
Director of Securitv with the rank csF cohmel. 
Rc-ii?ned this post in 1944 In March 1946 was 
appointed Ethiopian Liaison Officer to the British 


Military Administration in Eritrea to took idler 
Ethiopian inuu'cits there. W.u> transferred as Gov¬ 
ernor of Bale, with rank of brigadier-general in 
January 1951, In June 1953 he was appointed 
Governor of ihc Ogaden. 

Speak* French and Arabic. Having s very 
limited rmtlook he got On badly with the British 
Administration in Lrilrea. wiicre he undoubtedly 
encouraged subversive elements with the misguided 
intentiod of furthering Ethinpian interests. 

5L Alo Screqne Berlin n tiaftre Lgy jabber 

Born in 1912 and educated at the '■ Alliance 
Franpaise ” School in Addis Ababa- The Greek 
Archbishop of Axuni then rent him to Greece and 
paid for his education there. He is a fluent linguist 
and speaks exceltem Greek, French. Italian and 
English, He returned from Greece in September 

1941 and joined up wtlh the Emperor in Khartum. 
After holding fine or two minor positions he was, in 
July 1445 . made Director-General of Press and 
Propaganda and in May 1947 was appointed consul- 
general at Jerusalem. In January 1949 Ire was 
transferred to Beirut, and in February was also 
appointed consul-general at Damascus. In June 
]95t> he was appointed Minister to Iran. 

Impulsive and unbalanced an. 1 prone to embroil 
him salt in local politics. 

thl, H .11, Has heyunr Mangudia. . 

Is, the nsttural grandson of the Emperor John IV 
and son ol Ra> Mangasha cl Ngrai. Ow-jiig to his 
having taken iides with Lij VlSU in 1916 be was for 
yjnif time kept lit Addis ,-3*baba is a prisoner on 
parole- He married Lij YasiTs sister ami is fatber- 
in-luw of (h« late Dejaxmacb Gabr.i Si lias ic. Early 
in 1926 hi vva.-, compsllctl by the Government to 
marry the wife of Ras K abba da Mangasha, after that 
lady lied been forcibly taken away from her husband, 
who had fallen out of favour. Ras Scyum 
accompanied Rjs Titttri to England in 1924, when 
he- was made a K B.E, and at the beginning of 192® 
he was allowed to return to the iorth. where he was 
|iven back most of his country [TsgmJ plus a pari of 
that of the late Pcjazmach Gabra Sillasic, who had 
in the meantime been disgraced. He was kept in 
Addis Ababa from the coronation of the Emperor in 
|930 until the autumn of 1932. when he war> affowed 
to return LO hi> province, 

CoatmaiuicJ under Ras Kasi.: in site Tembten and 
was defeated with him in ihc second Ntlllc of 
Tern bier 27lh 23tli February, 1936. Retreated and 
joined the Emperor .it Ouorarn. Took pan in battle 
of Mai C hau. 31st March After the battle he 
remained in his land.', near Sam re, in Saloa, 
Surrendered to the E La Elans there in July 19J6, 
having come to the end of his resource 

He was taken to Italy nod paraded round the 
country for propaganda purposes, fn 1939 he 
returned to Ethiopia and was iml as a puppet 
Governor and then when war broke out between 
Britain and Italy he was promised the title of 
" Prince of Shoa anti King of Figrai ” and sent up 
ro Adwa to make patriotic speeches for ihc Italians, 
In 1941 he submitted to the British General Officer 
Commanding in Eritrea and made hi pence with 
the Emperor. Ras Seyum. with his J ' Patriot-S,"' 
co-operated with General Platt's forces in the 
capiure of Amba Alagi in May 1941. and in Novem¬ 
ber of that year was apj>oii)ted Governor-General 
of Tjgrai under the new Administration. From 

1942 to [947 lie wan kept in Addis, \babn. but in 
June 1947 was reappointed Governor-General of 
Ticjni L and returned to his province early the 
followfn,n vear. Since then he has been seen little 
in the capital. 

On account of hi-, tineagc his relations wish the 
Fmoeror have often been strained, particularly 
durum the Ticrai Revolt nf 1943- The Emperor for 
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hi* part has tried 10 cement relations between the 
Shoan. and Tigrean branches of the Imperii! line 
by Ewe dynastic numLige>. The First wan in 1932 
when the" Crown Prince was married to Woiwrt) 
WaluEa Israel, but Lhi> marriage was later dissolved. 
The second wa* in 1949 when his grand-daughter 
Princess Aida, daughter of the late Rav Desta and of 
Princess Tenagnc Worq. was married to Mangasha, 
Ras Scyums only surviving ion 

61. I kutcnanr-Cukiuvl Sitakhi Difabathcw 

Barn in 1932 and educated at the Mcnctik School 
at Addis Ababa. Speaks English. French and 
Italian, In 1942 he joined the Ethiopian Police 
with the rant of captain. In 3 944 he was promoted 
to major and made head of the Criminal Invcsttp- 
[ion Deportment, a ptoi which he held very ably 
until 1949, wlten he became Director-Gcncral of 
Publk Security. At the end of 1951. however, he 
was relieved of this appointment and made F>epuiy 
Public Prosecutor, presumably because of the failure 
of his department to discover the plot against the 
Emperor's- life which came to light through nnoiher 
agency in July of that year. 

His cunning and ruthless nature is belied by his 
bluff, almost Futstaffian appearance In our deal- 
ings with him we have found him well disposed and 
helpful. 

62. Ate T*f»rj Wortj Ridunc Wnld. >lA .O. 

Born 1904 and educated at the Swedish Mission 
School in Addis Ababa, he was for some fifteen 
years interpreter [t> the British Legation, On the 
departure of the British Minister. Sir Sidney 
Barton, at (he time of She Italian occupation. 
Tafara Wottj was arrested and condemned to death. 
At the last moment, however, he was reprieved and 
seni to Icily. Later, .ifter ,i personal appeal by 
Mr. Anthony Eden to Mussolini, he was released and 
sent to England, In October 1940 he traveled to 
Khartum to join the Emperor, accompanied him in 
his journey through Gojjam, and upon Mis Majesty’s 
arrival in Addis Ababa was appointed private secre¬ 
tary. Went twice to London in 1946 with Alo 
Ak’lriou a', the Emperor's emissary in connection with 
Ethiopian claims a! the forthcoming Italian Peace 
Conference, 

Shifts, in appearance and not a very attractive 
character, He is inclined in be aggressive in address. 
However, a Hrm refusal to accept such an approach 
works wonders More than ten years in his key 
position have given him rather an exaggerated idea 
of hi 5 own importance and he attaches great 
value to the title of Excellency M which he has 
personally attached to his post. There is little doubt 
that be is entirely devoted lo the Emperor and it is 
not certain how much he realh influences him, He 
has been described a* the perfect private secretary 
who merely mirrors the wishes of bis employer, 11 
has been suggested that he shields- his Imperial 
Master from " undesirable " influences whether these 
come from progressive elements amongst Iris own 
people or from foreign diplomatic representatives. 
The Emperor has. however, so many inform mis that 
this doei not seem very probable. 

An cxceed.ine.ly hard worker and about the only 
competent interpreter In English and Ambaric 

Bs no means an easy person with whom to deal, 
hut provided a certain amount of flattery is used 
a ok he is convinced that one is speaking honestly, 
be eaii usually be relied on io help in the long run, 

63. Fitaurari Taftxsa Halite Mikael 

Bom m I9W, educated loeall*. Was Governor of 
jigilga 1926-29 and Minister of Public Works 
1030-35. and after the Italian invasion became 
a refugee in Palestine and later France. Relumed 
to Ethiopia in February 1045 ud was appointed 


Minister of Communications and Public Works. In 
July 1946 he was appointed Minister of justice, 
where he constantly obstructed the efforts of the 
British President of the High Court. 

In 194b was chief member of Iht Gen eminent 
delegation sent to Cairo lo discuss the future 
relationship of tlu- Ethiopian Church with the Coptic 
Patriarchate* and appears to have been charged with 
other political discussions with the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment also, in August 1947 he was appointed 
Ethiopian Minister in Cairo and proceeded to his 
post jn February 394S. In Ma;* 1049 he was also 
accredited js minister to Saudi Arabia, and in 1950 
was raised to thi rank of ambassador in Cairo, In 
July 1951 iur was suspected of complicity in the 
Lit to assassinate the Emperor, his son-in-law, 
itwaded Nas.ish, being the chief conspirator. He 
was recalled shortly afterwards but appears to have 
weathered the storm, as he was later in the year 
appointed ambassador in Paris and assumed this post 
early in 1952. In the summer of 1053 he was 
recalled to fill the office of Minister of P.T.l. in the 
place or Makonnen Desta 

64, Atu Tdkfe Ruro 

Born in 1908 Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School and the Mend Ik School in Addis Ababa, and 
at Victoria College. Alexandria, Speaks English and 
Arabic. He was first employed m I he Bank of 
Ethiopia, in Addis Ababa. and subsequently in 
Gondar, During the occupation he worked in a bank 
in the Sudan.’ On the liberation he was made 
secretary-general to the Governor of Addis Ababa 
In June 3 042 he became Assistant Custodian of 
Enemy Property. In August 1942 he went with 
iBlatta Ayyela Gabre to London, with the rank of 
first secretary. He was transferred to Moscow, 
likewise as tirst secretary, in November 1943 and 
returned to Ethiopia in August of the following year. 
In November 1044 he was made Director-General of 
Civil Aviation, and remained in lhis post umlil the 
summer of i L >53 Quiet and intelligent, and speaking 
good English, lie managed to keep an good terms 
with the Americans from TWA. who run the 
Ethiopian Airlines but knew' very tittle about aviation 
and was rarely in his office when wanted, Me now 
holds no official position and occupies himself with 
his farm near Addis Ababa where lie is growing 
** that,” Married for the second time in May 1950 
to a sister of the Crown Princess 

65, Colonel Tumiral Yieeiu 

Bom in 1013. Educated at the Tallin Mnkonuen 
School and tin- Hotlcta Military Training School, as 
well as in Palestine where he spent the Italian occu¬ 
pation Go his return t# Ethiopia through Gojjam 
in 104 L he served us a Captain in the police and in 
[943 was promoted to Major and appointed a Slot! 
Officer irt the police. In 1944 he married a daughter 
of Ras Imro (mt\) and in June 1945 was promoted 
to Licutenani-Colonel and made Vice-Governor of 
Addis Ababa. In June 1946 he became Director- 
General of lhe Ministry' of Justice, and in July 1949 
Vice-Minister of Posts' Telegraphs and Telephones. 
He relinquished the latter post in March 1951 or 
his appointment as Vice-Minister of Justice. 

Hi 1 - amiable btil weak and idle disposition has 
earned him the nickname of "Tame Rat" among 
I he English-speaking foreign communisy. Speaks 
good English and French 

66, Dcj*/.*nacli Invite Gnluiitc 

Born about IB90. OF Royal birth: great grand¬ 
son of King Sable Sillassie of Shoa in the male line 
He has like Rti* Kussa. a belter title to the throne- 
than the present Emperor. 

Remained quietly in bis Provinces of Gurabrda 
and Giniim during the Italian war, though he 


was in receipt of Italian overtures both during it 
and afterwards. Maintained some correspondence 
with the Provisions] Government of Western 
Ethiopia during [he summer of 1936, In September 
he moved east wilh a small force and surrendered 
in Kudu a few days before Ras liuru in the cour.se 
of the Italian operations against the latter and his 
associates. Brought up to Addis Ababa in January 
1937. with. Kos tmru. lie wav sent with him to con¬ 
finement in Italy, In 194Q he was allowed to return 
to Ethiopia. 

He is a friendly min oF distinguished appearance 
Who docs not aspire to any political ambitions and 
who continues to live quietly in Addis .Ababa. He 
has one son. who j.s unlikely to show greater 
ambition. 


67, Culnm'l Tedkl Vlakonnuo 

Born in 1913. Trained at the Cades College at 
Hollo ta and frequently served in infantry. He 
fought at the Battle of Mai Ccu against the Italians 
an I03r». and wais with the Patriot Forces in 1940-4L 
His present appointment is Inspector-General at the 
Ministry of War. He has not done a staff course. 
Rather reserved and hard to get to know, but quite 
friendly. He speaks French and a litLle English 
which is improving. 

6W, A buna Tbeophilm 

Born in 1907 and given a good Church education 
in Gojjam. He was For many years ,j teacher of 
various ecclesiastical subjects^ and in 1943 was 
given lbs title of Liqa Siltanai which was invented 
for him bj the Emperor* whose favour he always 
enjoyed, and appointed head of the Trinity Church 
in AJIdis Ababa In 1046 he visited England a* 
Ethiopian delegate to the World Sunday School 
Conference at Keswick. He was cpffsccratod bi&hop 
by the Patriarch of Alexandria in July ]94$ and 
given the See o-F Hartr In August L04S be aitended 
the Cmutiiuent Assembly of ffic World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam as E’hiapian delegate. IE- 
is of broader outlook than most Ethiopian ecclesi- 
asiici and speaks a little English. 

60. T«ah:ifi Tiizar Walda (jiorgjs W^ldu Vobanois 

Bom about 1902. Of humble Origin. He was 
educated i\ tlv.' Mcnclik School Addis Ababa, and 
started his career as ckrk and interpreter to chiefs 
on- European tours. In this capacity he accompanied 
Ras Getachaw on a miss ion to Geneva. On his 
return From Geneva he became Secretary -General 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and lickl ihis 
past until 1934, when he was transferred u> the 
Ministry of the F.m as DirectorAjeneral He .vtay.-d 
at ih." Emperor’s *ide durinc the Italian invasion 
and lefi Ethiopia with him. iti July 1040 he 
reached Khartum with the Emperor ami remained 
with him throughout his journey to \ddis Ababa. 
On arrival at the capital in Mat 3941 he was 
appointed Minister of lhe Pen, which post he stilt 
holds. In August l°43 he W'.js alsi' giu-n lhe 
Nfinisirv of ibe Interior, which be relinquished in 
Julv 1949 in eichangc for the Ministry of Justice. 

Socially agreeable. 3iis intelGgencc is of a high 
order and is probably unequalled in Ethiopia. He 
is also one of die few Ethiopians with the rudi¬ 
ments of a social conscience, but Iris vers powerful 
influence on the Emperor personally anti the weight 
he carries in the Ethiopian Government have been 
used iv serve exclusively reactionary interests; and 
he docs not hesitate to use rutbEe^^ method* to 
stamp out any potential aggression, The 1047 
M plot ” was largely directed against him, In recent 
years his attention has been occupied almost 
exclusively by internal matters. His power in 


believed in some quarter** to be -on the wane, but 
it would be rash io assume this,, Speaks, excellent 
French. 

70. Blntta Tirfe Shu mb 

Bom in 190(2 and educated at lhe Swedish 
Mission School at Addis Ababa. Speaks English. 
He wu-s a clerk .u De&ric before the itaitan invasion, 
during which be served, on the northern front. 
He afterwards look refuge in Kenya and in 1041 
joined the Emperor on his return through Gojj.im- 
In 1043 he was made Director of the Adminisirative 
Tribunal in the Prime Ministers Qffkc. where he 
served till 394^ when he was appointed Ethiopian 
Minister at Moscow, He returned to Ethiopia in 
May 1950 and was later made Vice-President of the 
Chamber of Deputies. In January 1952 he became 
Vice-Minister of Finance. 

Although rather conservative in his view> he gets 
on well with Europeans and ii reasonably honest 
and efficient, well as being >tfcial3y agreLtahk- 

71. Colonel Wakjira Seiria 

Bom in 1912- Educated at St, Cyr. and subse¬ 
quently served in infantry . He fought at the battle 
or Mui Ccm and during 1940-41 was with lhe 
Patriot Forces. His present appointment is 
Director-General. Finance und Accounts at the 
Ministry of War. 

He is a very friendly, chatty. little man. speaks 
fluent French und fair English. With so many 
lingers in so many Financial pies lie is probably not 
above lining his own pocket when he can. 

72. Cofoncl lA asun I Lulu ktibhada VVagshuiti 

Horn in I0|fi. Educated at the Tatfuri M dcqnntm 
School in Addis Ababa and at the Holctta Military 
Academy. The hereditary ruler of tlte district of 
Wag as bead oF an old-established family. With his 
father, the previous Wagshum, he fought ugainvt the 
Italians until captured, and his father was beheaded 
before his eyes. He was sent to lhe penal settlement 
of Nocra; on his release he joined the pairioiv and 
was recognised by them as their chief not only in 
Wag but also in Si mien. 

In 1041 lhe Emperor confirmed his position as 
G overnor of Wag. 11; renw in sd. howe vcr. largely j n 
the capital, and in 1945 was appointed Vice-Minister 
of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones, Here he 
showed himself conscientious but lacking in 
administrative training and abiii'y. Tic rdioquisbcd 
the post in June I9J7 and was reappointed Governor 
of Wae. although it was nearly a year later that he 
eventually returned to his province. He had joined 
the party of the Minister of the Pen, and his return 
io Wag'was generally considered as being for the 
purpose of keeping an eye on the activities of Ra* 
Seyyum, who returned to lhe Tigraj m the same 
time. He was brought back to .Addis Ababa in I95ri 
and was generally believed in be in disgrace. In 
March 1051 he wa> appointed Minister to Greece 
and left for Athene In August, shortly after the 
discovery of the plot to assassinate the Fmpcror- He 
was currently suspected of complicity in the plot 
since his wife, a daughter of Fitail ran Tafess liable 
Mikael is sister-in-law to lhe leader of the 

conspiracy’, Biiwadcd Xagash, This may have 
hastened hh already overdue departure. 

73. Colonel VVoldr S-rlawic IUtiLl- 

Born in 1917. educated ai Officer Training 
College ut Khartum, and subsequently served in 
Artillery. He returned to Ethiopia with a Cadet 
Battalion, but saw no active service, Has attended 
a Stuff Course in 1950 at Ha'Ltiu, from which he 
passed out 2nd with a report for hand work but not 
brilliance. 









16 J 


His present appoinlmcnt is Dm“tor*&nerd J| G ” 
Brunch ut th; Ministry of War. Her is rather shy 
jtid lakes, a long riffle ii> get U> know, but is very 
CO- operative and has provided sore useful 
information 

Speaks. French and fair English- 

74. Colonel kukob Gabre Leul 

Born in IV11. Tigrean Educated at Swedish 
Evangelical Mission, Asmara,. Talari Makonncn 
School:. Addia Ababa and Later Si. Cyr. Speak?, 
French, Italian and improving English. 

Fought in the lialo-Ethfopi&n War. on ihe 
northern front 1935-16 and was wounded. 
Imprisoned by Italians 1937 and sent |o_ Nona 
for three yroii in 1947 he joined the Ministry of 
War, In 1945 he was appointed Acting Governor 
of Adua, bui never took up the post. Since 1950 he 
fu* beets Director-General A Branch at the Ministry 
of War. 

A very quiet and rather sh; personality, hut 
quite friendly It ES impossible so estimate his 
capabilities as a staff officer, but he is intelligent 
and likely lo be above Ethiopian standards. 

75. Colontl Yhsii Mansadn 

Born in 1912 at Keren, Eritrea, *nd educated 
first in Asmara, then at the Talari Makonrten School 
at Addas Ababa, and later at Sainl-Cyr. Speaks 
French, Italian, .Amhie and some English. He was 
wounded in action against the Italians on the 
northern front, where be fought in 1935 and 1936. 
From 1^37 to 1939 he was imprisoned by the 
t Lilians in li altars Soma bland. In 1941 he joined 
ihe staff of the Ministry of War, where he served 
until curb 1952. In I94S he was made Secretary- 
General ibe Ministry and some two years later 
wa% made Vice-Chief of the Imperial General Staff. 
In February 1952 he was appointed Governor of 
MajL but only look up his duties in June 1953, 

He has a much more independent outlook than 
most Ethiopians and he e* presses his views with 8 
freedom which is often surprising He is intelligent, 
capable and honest, as well as having A sense of 
humour and most of the soci-d graces. He married 
the daughter oi Blntia Ephraim frj.vJ, who is 
Europeanised and speaks excellent English. 

76. l.ijj Yitma Derevsn 

Bom about 1906 of a well-established Gaik family 
from Gimbi and son of Bbrtia Dcrc&sa. former 
Director of the Ministry of Agriculture and owner 
of a gold and pUtimwn concession and of large 
estates in WatLga Province. He was- educated at 
the Meneiik School* Addis Ababa, und later at 
Victoria College. Alexandria, and the London School 
of Economics. Upon his return from England in 
1934 he worked in the English Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, In the Italo-Ethiopian 
War he joined the force* of Ras Imru and was 
captured with him in the autumn of 1936. and sent 
with him lo llafy. In 1940 he relumed to Ethiopia 
and worked with ihe other political prisoners in the 
Political Office. 

In August 1 '941 he was appointed Director- 
General of ihe Ministry of Finance and in November 
1942 was raised to Vice-Minister, which he remained 
until July 1949 when he became Minister of 
Commerce and Industry. 

In both Ministries he has shown himself a good 
organiser and strict disciplinarian, hut has been 
handicapped by inadeqVate technical knowledge. 
He his a reputation for comparative honesty and is 
(he acknowledged leader of the young progressive 
Ethiopians. He want* [o encourage the economic 
development of the countrv with the help of foreign 
capital but lend* to underestimate the practical 
difficulties and (0 over-estimate the a (tractions of 


EiLiiopia a* a field for investment. Changed irt 1952 
with the conduct of the abortive negotiations with 
the iLalian Government on (he subject of reparations 
arising out of ihe Peace Treaty, tn 1953 was made 
Ethiopian Ambassador in Washington. 

Socially agreeable, speaking excellent English, he 
suffers from an inferiority complex which sometimes 
bedevils his personal relations and which may be 
due to his diminutive size. 

Married to H daughter of Dr Martin who is 
Europeanised end rather " intellectual," 

77. Major Yohums Abdu 

Bom in 1909, the step-son Of Majid A bud. a 
Syrian owning considerable laud in the West, Edu¬ 
cated at Swedish and American Mission schools. 
From I93L to the end of 1932 he was interpreter to 
Major Wbulky at die British Consulate at Maji 
(where rumour attributes to him activities in slave 
trading!. He fought against the Italians with Ras 
Imru. ami spent the occupation in Cairo. He joined 
the Ethiopian forces in Khartum ami took pari in 
the Gojjatn campaign with the Emperor In May 
3941 Me was sent to Si-.L.imo w ith Rav Abe bn Ar.igni 
and remained in that province when Ras Adcfrisau 
was made Governor-General. In August 1942 he 
was appointed Director-General of Jammu sub- 
proiiOtt and look an active part in the return of thu 
Ethiopians to Elu southern pari of the Ogaden in 
August* and also in negotiations with the Kenya 
authorities over rronffer dispute*. He was subse¬ 
quently transferred to Bo run a as Acting Governor* 
and in that capacity did much to improve relations 
on the Kenya Ethiopia frontier. In September 1950* 
believing himself to be persecuted by the Central 
Government* he fled to Kenya and claimed asylum 
as a political refugee, The Ethiopian Government 
immedtatcb asked for his extradition as a military 
deserter, basing their request on Article XI of the 
Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement! of 1944, After months 
of discussion they were informed, to (heir chagrin, 
that the evidence in favour of his military statti* 
was inadequate and that he could not be handed 
over. Meanwhile, he remains in exile in Kenya, 

Well educated and efficient by local standards, 
bin LjttdrK tin trustworthy and probably mentally 
unbalanced. 

78. A Fa Negu-. Znudc AyeHa 

Born in 1952, in the district of Amhara Sn-int. 
Is a relative ol Lhc Emperor and brother-in-law of 
R:ts Imru. Has received a purely Ethiopian educa¬ 
tion and speaks no foreign languages. At (he time 
of rhe Italian invasion he held (he rank of Fftaurari 

J the post of Governor of Maji. Fought attains! 
the Indians, hit! was forced to retreat Into Kenya, 
where he remained until (he Emperor’s return to 
Ethiopia, when he accompanied hrim on his advance 
from Khartum. Promoted to Dej&tmacb in Decem¬ 
ber !9J 1. and appointed Governor of Mnii-Giimrra 
and Kaffa. In July 1943 he became Afa Negus. 
Hi^ .-rile in Kenya appears lo have broadened his. 
outlook, which was formerly, owing to bis limited 
education* narrow rtnd conservative. An easy-going, 
good-natured person of rto great intelligence or 
c-Mjmec as ChicF Justice, who dutifully fulfilled his 
functions as “ Mouth of the King, 1 " l Afa Negus) 
until hi& retirement in 1949 on health grounds. 

79* fHnita /node Relulnch 

Horn about 1902. educated it the Mcndik School 
and latt=r in France, where he studied engineering. 
Speaks French well. Was a depute Commissioner 
on the F-'ihionian-British Somaliland Boundary 
Commission 1932-14- Director of Public Works 
before rhe Tialinn occupation, after which he went 
fato exile in France. Returned to Ethiopia in Sep¬ 
tember 1942. iml was appointed Director-General of 
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the Addis Ababa Municipality Jn June 1943 became 
Vice-Minister of Public Works and Communications, 
and in July |94? was appointed Vice-Minister of 
Agriculture, but did not lafce up his duties, appearing 
to be uridei a cloud of some kind. In July 1940 
he relumed to the Ministry of Public Woras and 
Commucicalions He acted as Vies-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in 3 94?. In July 1949 he look the 
additional portfolio ol Minister ot Public Health and 
relinquished that of Minister of Public Weeks and 
Communications: early in 1950. In 1952 appointed 
President ol the Chamber of Deputies, 't his may 
be locked on as at least a temporary shelving of his 
career. He is a small, energetic man of good educa¬ 
tion, socially amenable but radiating pomposity. In 
his various official capacities he has shown himself 
to be stubborn, inefficient and corrupt. 

80. A to Zaudr (inf ire Hey mot 

Born in 191)9, Educated at the Munctik School- 
Started his career as a customs clerk in 1930. At the 
time of the Italian invasion he was headman at Au 
Barrch. whence he escaped lo British Somali la nd- 
He remained there until 1940 when he went to 
Kenya under Lieutenant-Colonel Curie (now Her 
Majesty's Consul). 

Jit November 1941 he was appointed Chief Secre¬ 
tary in lhc office ol the Governor of Addis Ababa. 
In July 1942 he became Secretary-General of the 
Ha far Province and in January 1943 was made 
Governor of Cbervher in November 1943 he was 
appointed Secretary-Genera] of ihe Prime Minister's 
Office. Irt March [945 be Was given his first diplo¬ 
matic post, that of First Secretary of the Ethiopian 
Legation in London and in August 1946 was 
appointed; Ethiopian Charge J'Affaircs at Stock¬ 
holm. lie served on the Ethiopian Delegation to the 
General Assembly in the autumn of 1947. In 
January 3948 he wits made Director-General of (he 
Multeity of Foreign Affairs and in July 1949 was 
promoted to the rank of Vice-Minister, In 1949 
and 1955. when Ato Aklifou was frequently abroad, 
he was left for long period 1 ; in charge of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Being weak and rather 
ineffectual by nature* he did not altogether live 
up to his new responsibility a! first* but improved 
considerably later On. In 1951 he spent much time 
at Asmara] where he represented the Ethiopian 
Government in discussions with the United Nations 
Commissioner and the British Administration 
regarding Lh : fattire constitutional status and 
arrangements for the hand-over of Eritrea. Early 
in 1952 lie was nominated Ethiopian Ambassador 
to Rome, a post to which be did no| seem 
particularly filled in view ol his deep-rooted an.lt- 
1 Lallan feelings. While waiting to take up his 
appointment he was accused of having embezzled 
some £13*000 of Ministry of Foreign Affairs funds. 
He was able to account for rather less than half 
this amount, However, after a short period of 
retirement from public life, he was appointed 
Ethiopian delegate ut United Nations. 

Socially amiable and generally well-disposed, he 
is not a strong personality ami owes hi*; advance¬ 
ment largely lo his kinship wiih tile Prime Minister, 

Speaks good English, 

8L Dcia/msch Zaude Gubre Selassie 

Born in 1927. ihe son of the late Tlhcjazmach 
Gab re Selassie and through his mother who subse¬ 
quently married and wis divorced bv ihe Crown 
Prince* a grandson of Riis Seyum ff/.i-.V While still 
.1 child he Was given (he mnk of D-’jarmach and 
made “ governor “ of a province in the Tiarai. He 
was educated first in Palestine and later, after .1 
spell at, the Haile Selassie Secondary School at 
Addis Ababa, irt England. He spent one year at 
Udivtntity College, Eutter, and (hrec years at 
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St. Peters Hall, Oxford, where he graduated in 
I95E Before returning lo Ethiopia he served with 
the Ethiopian Delegation 10 the United Nations. 
Early in 1452 he was made head ol the Economic 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
in June 1952 lie was given in addition charge of 
the Mimsrtr'.’s Press arid Information Department. 
Since the summer of 1953 he has been Director- 
Gone ml of marine affairs in the Ministry oF Com- 
mcrcc, but hide responsibility seems to have been 
devolved upon him. or sought. There arc recent 
indications th.ii he may be linding his feet. 

Friendly, intelligent and a good conversaLianalist- 
Spcaks good English itrtd French. He is, by virtue of 
the Firttily connexion, a profog £ of the Crown Prince. 


ForvigDces 

82. AI bert Henry Garretscm 

Barn at Tacoma, Washington, United Sure*, in 
1910. Married. Educaied in American universities 
and subsequently a Rhodes scholar* he is an M.A. 
of Oxford University. He later held posts as 
sensor -Attorney with Lhc Depart men t of Justice, 
Assistant Legal Adviser lo the State Department 
and Frofcvsor of i aw at New York l Diversity. 
During the war he j^rved w-ith the Foreign Economic 
Administration in London and with S.HAFF. 
from 1443 to l L M5. In 1947 lie was granted 
extended leave from New York University 
and entered the service of ihe Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment as adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
He is on ihe Telecommunications Board and is legal 
adviser to the Ethiopian Air Lines. 

Basically pro-British, he works in uneasy partner- 
ship with Mr. Spencer u/.v,l, who bears ah die real 
responsibility. Not a hard worker and qot therefore 
likely ever to attain the respect iff his employer*, as 
Mr. Spencer has done. His political views are some¬ 
what Leftist. He has a pleasant personality and his 
relations with this embassy arc cxcdlrnt. 

S3. Count Carl Gustav ton Rosen 

Bom at Hdgusta. Sweden* in 1909 He was 
related by marriage to Goering, whom he visited 
several times during the war. He was strongly 
'.u^pected of being a Gorman agent and is known 
to have been concerned in the peace foelcrs witich 
were put out in Sweden in 1940 and 1944. He 
was in Ethiopia, before the war ami returned shortly 
after the Armistice, since when he has been in 
charge of the Imperial Air Force Cadet School at 
Bishoflu. An experienced pika himself, his 
achievement in training Ethiopian pilots has been 
remarkable. 

He has an outwardly pleasant personality and 
professes friendship towards Britain* bui he i L - said 
on occasion lo 1 1 Live been actively hostile when no 
Rricish subjects are in enrshot. He is much given 
to intrigue, both with Ethiopians and his own com¬ 
patriots, and experience has shown him to lie 
unreliable and ururustwnrLby. except where his 
personal ambitions, which are immense, are con¬ 
cerned. Provided these coincide with British policy 
he can be used, 

84, Waller 11. Read! 

Aged about 45 sears, American. World Bank 
nominee Fir [he post of Governor of the St j L; Bunk 
of Ethiopia which pose he took up in December 
1953. 

He studied at the Graduate School of Banking ni 
Rutgers University, New Jersc , was a graduate of 
Amherst Gffkgc and studied international finance at 
New York Univcrfii-, He served as statistic! r and 
economic in the Research Department of the Federal 
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Reserve Bank in New York and as a consultant in 
ihe Fotsijjn Economic Administration in Washidg- 
ion. He was also in charge ot reports and analyses 
in the Foreign Department of the same Bank. 
Immediately prior to taking up his appointment in 
Ethiopia he was manager ot the Foreign Department 
in the Federal Reserve Bank m New York, where he 
iv.ts responsible for relations with the l ruled States 
Treasury. the Stale Department and other United 
States Government DtpurtmenLv 

ii: appears friendly and his readiness to attecpl 
advice and .lUggestion makes him a refreshing change 
from his dogmatic and self“Opinionated predecessor. 
Mr. Bennett. However, lie has been dogged by 
i ll-health from the day of his arrival and is. ls there- 
fore impossible to give an estimate oI his professional 
competence. 

85. John llatluittay Spencer i American} 

Adviser to ihe Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Born about l*M, Married to a Swedish lady, 
\ native o'i Iowa, appears to have private means. 

Studied international law in Paris, and Berlin. 

AssistaflE t-j the LrnpemrN financial and general 
adviser. Mr. E. A Colson, in 1935-36. Subsequently 
was with the Ethiopian delegation at Geneva and 
later worked in the State Department, Volunteered 
after Pear! Harbour and obtained a appoint¬ 
ment in the United Stales navy. The Ethiopian 
Government asked the Suite Department sn Wash* 
inglon for him in 1943. and he was withdrawn from 
ihi North African to and dew to Ethiopia, 
arriving on 3nd Ociobar, I'M.V, After His Majesty’s 
GavcrnmenCs concurrence had been obtained, he 
was xpp-.-.mcd adw ref to the Ministry nt Foreign 
A hairs on 'uh November, 

Hasd-workim? and quiet, he h.i* something of the 
bigoted missionary and much of the Middle Western 
smart-town lawyer. He was probably brought up in 
an anti-British tradition and at one lime scented to 
regard it as his mission in life to protect innocent 
Ethiopia from British imperialism. To do him 
jusiic.-. however, hi? devotion to Ethiopia has also 
brought him into conflict with his own compatriots. 
During tre Iasi four years or so, when he ha?, spent 
much of his time serving on successive Ethiopian 
delegations so the Genera] Assembly, the need to 
co-operate with members of British delegations over 
Eritrea urem? to have had a mellowing effect, 
Sochi! awkward and still rather pettifogging, he 

n..i longer the fly in ihe Anglo-Ethiopian ointment 
that he one; was and indeed during the long negotia¬ 
tions preceding the transfer of power in Eritrea he 
showed himself extremely friendly, though often a 
ver; hard bargainer. If good relations with him are 
cultivated there is mi dtnihi ihat he wilt continue to 
be iislpTul so us, while still rervipg the Ethiopians 
loyally. 


Fritre* 

86, liajjgol \bhai 

Rose from humble circumstances and reached the 
Highest grade fur native employees with the Italians. 
Upon their capitulation he absconded with a large 
sum of Italian paper money which he had been 
instructed to bum. Owns a large holding in Ihe 
S A T A E. motor-bus company of Asmara. 
Appointed Secretory for the Interior in the Eritrean 
Government, November 1952 and Director of the 
Department of Law and Justice in January 1954. Is 
a virong Unionist but equally strongly opposed to 
a nn cm non, 

87. Dediacb Hmwi \l 

Bom in 1883. Moslem. Was formerly bij inter¬ 
preter under the finikin Government Well educated 
2 nd most capable Enjoys great popularity and 


political influence amongst both Moslem and C’upti 
Had a narrow escape when a bomb was thrown at 
his house by members of the Audi net m July 1947, 

88, Dcdjaaniuidi TetlJu Baku 

Chief Executive of' the Eritrean Government, 
Born 1914. Protestor!!. Educated at the Swedish 
Mission School and subsequently fur seven years in 
Florence. Speaks Malian fluently. good English and 
several native languages. Under Balia ns he was head¬ 
master of an Eritrean school and later worked for the 
British Administrate*! Inarm the commencement of 
the occupation until September 1946. when ha gave 
his whole time to polities. He Ls undoubtedly shrewd, 
intelligent and ambitious but has shown considerable 
weakness in his leadership of the Eritrean Govern¬ 
ment since Federation. It is commonly thought 
amongst Eritreans that he is in ihe pay of the 
Ethiopian Gov eminent from whom he receives his 
orders. His popularity in Eritrea has waned con¬ 
siderably and he is now surrounded by a bodyguard 
when moving about the town and country. 

8'T Dejavh Bohn; Ranchi 

Born Am Ik* Dcrho l8kR. Capt Was formerly 
head of the first town ward oi Asmara and district, 
chief of Saharii. Latnza and Wokertt but was de* 
posed in 1948 for an incitement to disorder at a 
political meeting. Eldest son tin lirss marriage! 
of tlit- Lute Ras Baiitki and item head of that large 
and influential family, President df the Unionist 
Party and held in respect by all members of tile 
community, 

90. Alo Fc^nlmrinn Huite 

Minister oi Economic Affairs in the Eritrean 
Government, An ex-police sergeant. A man of 
wavering moods who is no': fully io be trusted. 
Disliked by (he general public and the majority of 
his colleagues probably because lie is rat iter 
cleverer than most of them In spile of his brains, 
however, he is not the important personage he 
should be in this territory brcaure he doe?, not appear 
to have sufficient strength to stand out for wlut he 
considers \v be right. A lukewarm Unionist and 
strongly opposed to Ethiopian annexation. 

•JL Saleh Atoned Kekw Pasha 

Born I9D3. Moslem. Wealthy general merchant, 
in Italian days was ait Italian spy and wj* interned 
for security reasons during the British occupation. 
Protested he was slrongly pro- British and was 
reicised. Joined both Unionist If art; and Moslem 
Lea cue at different times. Did much for the Union¬ 
ist Party prior to Federation and has had great 
influence on the Moslems in that respect Spends 
most of his time in .Addis Ababa where he lias 
considerable business ties. Reported to be dis¬ 
appointed in the outcome of Federation but if still 
clove to the Emperor. A member of ihe Eritrean 
Assembly, 

92. Abuna Marcus 

Bom about I8W. Bi- hop of the Coptic Christian 
community nf Eritrea, Commenced hi* religious 
studies at’ Bken, where he was befriended by tile 
tale Abbot Andentirixm Hagos, Appointed Abbot 
of the dependent nwmrten of Deb ret Ghermet in 
the Figrat in 192? In 1931 the Abbot of Bizen 
died and with the support of the Emperor Marcos 
was appointed in hts place. Is poorly educated, 
conceited, ambitious, and deceitful. His private life 
is not whuff it should be. He has considerable 
influence amongst the Coptic masses 

9% Sihuu Mcmiliem Joseph 

Born Aden 1884. British subject. Arrived in 
Eritrei 1910 General mcrdvint with targe interests 
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in Asmara and Aden, Head of ihe Jewish 
community m Eritrea since 192S, in which capacity 
he Ims kept the community clear of local politics. 
During the British occupation he wa$ consistently 
friendly and helpful and since- \m continued so to be. 

94. Sheikh Mohammed Nur Bcs Has- us Nuib. 

O.B.E. 

About slaty years old. The Nazir of Massawa. 
During the British occupation came into great 
prominence and did important and useful work as a 
native adviser. Of an old family, strong character and 
dignity, widely versed in the history and customs of 
the Red Sea province where he has great influence. 
Now holds the post of Secretary for .Social Affairs 
in the Eritrean Government, 

95. Sheikh AM Radui 

Aged nbouL forty. President of the Eritrean. 
Assembly and also a merchant with interest in 
Asmara and (he Western Province. Attended Lake 
Success in September 1949 with the Moslem League 
delegation. To-day he appears to be the stool-pigeon 
Of the Chief Executive and has shown many weak¬ 
nesses in bis official capacity. Nevertheless has a 
large following amongst the Moslems in the Western 
Province where he is trusted by the tribal sheikhs. 
Although apparently under the thumb of the Chief 
Executive lie has privately expressed great concern 
at the trend of events in Eritica since federation. 

98, Ibrahim .Sultan 

Aged about forty-five, Moslem of a serf tribe of 
(he Nucfa district. Speaks good Italian and during 
Italian limes rose to the highest rank possible for an 
Eritrean. Employed by the British Administration 
from 19-12 la 1944. Was originally an advocate uf 
union with Ethiopia, but split with the Christian 
lenders of the party to become General Secretary of 
(he Moslem League in 194b, He is to-day a member 
of ihe Eritrean Assembly, Is completely untrust¬ 
worthy and .* grcal talker. Strongly opposed lo the 
Ethiopians and would have one believe he Is a 
figure (u he reckoned with in opposition ta the 
present Government, Undoubtedly in the past he 
has had influence but today appears to be a spent 
force. 

97, Depth A Fry ha Teswnma, M.H.E. 

Bivrn I9fl| Son of Ra? Tcsemma and forme riv 
district chief of Uvkki Admokhatn. Robra and 
Egfichi Huincs. Was appointed asdstani political 
secretary to the late British Administration in 1948 
having previously served as adviser on native affairs 
in Italian limes. He is ope of the most astute men 
in Eritrea, bitterly opposed to Amhnric rule and in 
ihv past has been a champion of the re-establishntent 
of the supremacy of the Tigtui in Ethiopia, 

Since federntiou there has bc_n considerable had 
feeling between him and the Chief Executive and it 
is die greatest pity that this able man is not serving 
in ihe Eritrean Government. 


98. Hols Tt-Humiu Aifanfa, Off£, 

Born about 1870, Ex-districl chief of Decdu 
Admocom. Egglicla Harney Robra and Huddegd, 
One of the most influential personuliiics In the 
territory coming from ancieru ruling family, bought 
in the Italian Army at the battle of Adua. Has 
visited Sialy and Palestine, Authoritative, respected 
and well loved by bis people. Proud and vindictive 
where his prestige ind position are involved. Now 
holds the position of cider statesman and is not seen 
much in public, probably owing to the rivalry of his 
sun (see -Separate list) with Dedjaxmach Ted la Bairu. 


99, Wnldcab Wuklcmariam 

^ Of Tigrai extraction, bom about 1905, A Swedish 
Mission Protestant. Well educated with a good 
knowEcJge of EitglLh and a very charming and 
probably sincere man. Formerly employed by the 
Rriiish Information Services. Once a member of 
the Unionist Party, he later joined the Libera! Pro¬ 
gressive Party and later still became a lone advocate 
fur partition. He iben became leader of the 
hitdlecfualist Party of the Independent Bitv and was 
one of the chief opponents of ihe Unionist delegation 
at Lake Success, 

He is a bitter enemy cf both the Emperor and the 
Empire of Ethiopia. He is convinced that the 
present Eritrean Government is in the pay of the 
Eiliiopians and is prepared Lo go to any lengths id 
prevent ihe 4nDotation of Eritrea by Ethiopia. 
However* recent steps taken by both the Ethiopian 
and Eritrean Governments have made Ihe possibility 
of him raising a worthwhile opposition practically 
negligible, waldcmariam has. had .seven attempts 
made upon his life. In August 1953 the Ethiopian 
Government, after considerable hesitation, pave him 
a purport with which he travelled to the Sudan and 
where he has remained. 


3 00. Dr, E + Dioniiio 

Mayor of Asmara. An Etaliun nstional bom in 
Egypt and a member of the Italian Civil Service, 
He oni; to Eritre* as an inserpfeter with Marshal 
Graziani, Very well thought of by the late British 
Administration and continueji to run the Asmara 
Municipality with great efficiency. There is now a 
strong current of kieal opinion against him as being 
too pro-Lallan. He has always shown the greatest 
courtesy towards the British since Federation. 


101. Mtuisi|j*iior Marinoni 

Ajsd sixty-eight. Roman Catholic Bishop 
(Apostolic Vkar) of Eritrea. He is n shrewd man 
and hides a fund of political wisdom under an 
assumed simplicity. Was formerly on good terms 
with ihe Fascists and since has worked discreetly 
for the maintenance of Catholic and Italian 
influence in Eritrea, He was, however, always on 
good term? with the hue British Administration, 
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IA 1902 /1 NO. 9 

ETHIOPIA! HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Mr. Busk to Mr , Eden. (Received July 3) 


l N a 58 1 Con 11 dfinti a i) A ddis A baba. 

Sir, June 30, 1954. 

with, reference to my despatch No. 24 of 
March 3, 1953, I hive the honour to trans¬ 
mit herewith a revised report on the Heads 
of Foreign Diplomatic Missions in Ethiopia, 
i have, &c. 

D. L. RUSK. 


Enclosure 

Ethiopia e Heads tit Foreign Mission*, 1954 

(Passage* marked v.ilh an ustexkk Lire reproduced 
from previous report si 

Austria 

Dr. Robert Friedinger-Pranter (Minister)* who 
was resident in Cairo, wus recalled on July 6. 1953, 
and Ins not yet been succeeded here. 

Belgium 

A Minister has nor yet been formally appointed, 
hut M. Pierre Rtsetfsch. the present Charge d "A lb ires, 
tells me that he is shortly to he appointed Minister 
sur place. Unmarried, lie seems profoundly bored 
here. 

Denmark 

Dr. Georg L. Hocvt, (Minister.> Presented his 
credentials on February 18. 1954. Thoroughly 
dijoys his poor health. Married, and resides in 
Cairo. 

Er>|i1 

Dr. Mahmoud El CJltali. (Ambassador) 
Presented his credentiuR on May 14, 1454, Botn in 
I9GL he .sppear* to have hail u« undistinguished 
diplomatic carver, including service at Rio de 
Janeiro, Moscow, Washington and Djakarta. I In- 
married, and somewhat toad dike in appearance. He 
has not been here long enough for me to get to know 
him, but I suspect that the “real"' head of the 
Mission may be Licutcnaat-Colond Hclnii, the 
Military Attache, who has a record of trouble* 
making in the Sudan. 

France 

M. HcnrFFuiil Rous (Ambassador) "Presented 
h:s tel tors in July 1950. Bffln I^OG, Served I since 
192R| in Syria, Turkey and Bulgaria, where he spent 
the greater pun of the war as Vichy representative. 
In charge of the Eastern European Department of 
the 0uai tTOrsai in 1945. Counsellor and Charge 
d'Allaire* at Ntw Delhi, 1947. Minister and subse¬ 
quently Ambassador at Kabul in 1948 4 L > Married 
to a vivacious and pretty Spaniard. Sneak\ English 
well. A gentle, pleasant and friendly colleague. 
(Written in 1951.) 

German Federal Republic 

Dr. Hints bidder. (Minister.) Presented hi* 
credentials on January 23. 3954, Born 1897, and a 
career diplomat, having spent most of his service in 
(he Far East, notably in China. Ah hough he is 
down-like in personal appenranee am! eccentric in 


behaviour, his arrival will no doubt mean an even 
greater intensification of the German drive for 
export* in this market. Speaks English. 

His wife, who also speak* English, is a great 
believer in the art of con versat ion. which she 
endeavours to practise with stolid determination. 

Greece 

M Arisftmsene* Mdiaressis (Charge d‘Affaires 
in.). * Served here in this capacity in L947 4K when 
he was under definite suspicion of Leftish, if not 
actually Communist, tendencies- Returned in July- 
1950 after un interval of sonic 18 months. Since hi* 
return he has been a good deal more cautious, 
though he still consorts with members of the Soviet, 
Legation. Married, while serving in Moscow, to a 
Soviet Russian ludy who seems- harmless (though 
nobody knows how he contrived to get her out of the 
Soviet'Union). Superficially friendly and a tireless 
talker in indifferent French. Self-important and 
boring. (Written in 195.2J 

The Legation sv due to be raised to Embassy 
status, but no Ambassador has, yet appeared* M. 
0. Pappas, former Ambassador at Bonn, is the 
present nominee, bui owing to his bud health it 
saint doubtful whether he will turn up 

J rnq 

Mr. A)-Say id NjjjF AFRawi- (Minister). 
Presented his credentiaK on April 6. 1951. Resides 
at Cairo. 

Ilnly 

Marchc.sc Alfonso Jacob d( San Possidonio. 
I Ambassador,) Presented his-credentials on Febru¬ 
ary 22, 1952. 

A pleasant colleague. He had a very difficult 
time to begin with owing to Ethiopian reluctance to 
give him his due. He sur mourned this with notable 
giXKl humour and patience. By tactful and hard 
work he has now won a considerable degree of con¬ 
fidence, He is, of course, much preoccupied with the 
Italian position here and recently has shown a tire¬ 
some tendency to believe the wildest rumours ami 
report accordingly, Speaks French and some 
English, His wife who arrived recently seems a 
pleasant enough person. 

Lebanon 

M Sumy el-Khoury (Minister! who presented his 
letters in April 1950 is still presumably accredited 
herefrom Cairo, although he Jus not appeared here 
for some time, 

Mexico 

Dr, Victor Alfonso Maldonado. (Minister.) 
Presented his credentijIs on May 4. 1954. Resides 
at Ankara. 

\«tberiands 

Jonkhccr Bosch van Dm Western fell rll suddenly 
and had to return to Holland immediately before 
the visit of Prince Bernhard in November 1953, 
Although he ha* since recovered he has been relieved 
of the post, no doubt partly owing to the extra- 
ordinary behaviour of his neurotic wife during the 
Prince's visit. The Legation is in the charge of a" very 
capable Second Secretary, M- A. MnnjvelL wlio is 
putting in a lot of hard work to promote Dutch com¬ 
mercial interests. 
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Merw»,V v „ ,, . 

M Christian P. Reusdi. (Minister.) Resides m 
Cairo. Presented his letters on May I. t954, On 
short acquaintance lie seemed a very pleasant person, 

Persia „ , . . 

M, Muza far Aalfim. (Minister.) Presented his 
credentials cm June IS, 1952. Rcsitlcs <K Jcdda. 

(Poland „ 

M Jan Drohojowski. (Minister,) Presume a Ins 
Letters on January 11* 1952. *Ulrtil recently also 
accredited u Egypt and resident in Cairo, Although 
he has withdrawn from Cairo in April 1952, he is 
apparently still accredited to Ethiopia, i Written in 
1952.; 

Spain 

Seiior dnn Domingo do to* Bareenas (Minister), 
who presented his letters in November l Lp 'l^ has 
apparently been withdrawn and replaced at Cairo* 
where he" resided, bj the Marques de Santa Cruz, 
who has. however, not yet presented his tetters here 
although he was appointed in March (953. 

So>1>t L ninrt 

M. Alexei P. Koroboehkrn. i Minister,) Presented 
his credential* February 13. 1954. Apparently a 
career diplomat, his last job abroad having been 
Counsellor at Washington. Mixes in society a little 
more than his predecessor and seems to make a real 
effort to be affable, but. like his predecessor it is 
doubtful whether he is the operative head of his 
Mission. The actual chief of the Legation is 
probably Smirnov, the First Secretary. Korebochkio. 
beside> being an expert in Japanese, speaks a little 
English and French. and is married to a wife who 
loots like a seaside landlady and apparently speaks 
only Russian. 


Sweden 

\| Eyvind Brail, (Minister-) Presented his 
letters on October 16, 1^51 A career diplomat, 
aged about 45. his last post having been the 
Consulate-General in Berlin. Speaks good English 
bin is rather heavy going socially* He does noE find 
life ir* Ethiopia very agreeable. Married to a good- 
looking but rather Stiff wife She also speaks good 
English. 


Switzerland 

I understand that M„ Henri Beat de Fischer 
(Minister), who resided in Cairo, was withdrawn in 
May this year. His successor, H. Andre Boissier. 
ha* not yet been up here to present his letters. 

I ni ted .States 

Dj. Joseph Simonson (Ambassador). Presented 
his credentials on October 6, 195.L Born in 
Minritesoh). he is a clergyman of the American 
Lutheran Church, and was appointed here in 
recognition of his service* to the Republican Purty 
during the presidential cleclioas. His. like so many 
United Mates political appointments. is very 
difficult to understand. He is hard-working, but 
misdirects many of his activities; inexperienced and 
therefore reticent, though ostensibly friendly. I 
think he puzzles the Ethiopians, who continue to dis¬ 
trust his: religious background because they suspect 
some sinister missionary influence. Mot popular 
with his staff because of his pomposity, nor 
with his colony because he lectures them on a diet of 
lemonade. Certainly no fool. The Ethiopians will 
continue to use iiim as they will anyone bearing gifts, 
but with wariness. A pleasant and hard-working 
w Lfu ami an exuberant daughter, over life size in all 
three dimensions. 


Venezuela 

ScUor Arturo Lares (Minister/. Resides at Beirut, 
and presented his letters on May 14 . 1954 . Looks 
like one of the lower anthropoids. Speaks duett! 
but utmost incomprehensible English tind on short 
acquaintance seemed one oF the most agreeable 
rogues 1 have met for a long time. 


VugcrsLivia 

M Marko Nikczic. (Minister), Presented his 
credentials on January 23. 1954. but resides in Cairo. 
I he Legation a in charge of M. Zdenko Slumbuk. 
who Jl’IK me he s* (*> be appointed Minister shortly. 
This will be <.|uj|c in keeping with the recent court¬ 
ship of one another by Ethiopia and Yugoslavia. 
He is a iill individual of saturnine appearance, but 
with a reliable sense of humour. He speaks 
reasonable English and French. Married to a pretty 
wife of Czech origin. 
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